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SHARING, TEACHING — Catholic Schools Week 
(Feb. 3-9) focuses this year on the theme “Sharing the 
Vision — Teaching Values.” Ben Wood (above) 
studies in Nazareth Sister Antoinette Farrel’s fourth 
grade class at Nazareth School. 


Diocesan school activities 
center on national theme 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — Most of the 44 diocesan elementary 
schools celebrated Catholic Schools Week Feb. 3-9 with 
activities focused on the theme, ‘‘Sharing the Vision — 
Teaching Values.”’ 


At Holy Spirit School sixth grade students wrote 
compositions about people with whom they have shared 
the vision of God, said Mercy Sister Fintan Corcoran, 
principal. 

CHILDREN USUALLY think of vision as something 
which can be seen, Sister Fintan said. ‘‘We try to make 
them see it as something they can recall...like people who 
have encouraged them,’’ she added. 


Aided by their parents, Holy Spirit’s second, third and 
fourth graders wrote letters to grandparents ‘‘sharing 
their visions,’’ Sister Fintan said. 


Sister Fintan said the week’s activities were meant to 
help the school ‘‘grow together as a community. We want 
to show the students that they can have an impact on the 
world by sharing what they have,’ she explained. 

“TF PARENTS value Catholic education, then 
students should do something to avail themselves of the 
opportunity of the education they’ve received,’’ Sister 
Fintan said. 


Like other diocesan elementary schools, Holy Spirit 


celebrated a Mass as-part of the festivities. 


In Oceanside, St. Mary Star of the Sea School’s 
activities revolved around ‘‘sharing the vision of the 
Gospel and world peace,’’ said Dominican Sister 
Elizabeth Clare. Each class decorated its classroom doors 
to reflect that idea, she said. 


A SLIDE presentation featuring the school children 
was shown at a parent-teacher group meeting during the 
week, Sister Clare said. A tape of the school choir singing 
hymns accompanied the slides, she said. 


Students at Sacred Heart School, Brawley, released 
balloons equipped with returnable postcards Feb. 4 to 
initiate the week, said Principal William Murphy. 


‘‘We have been involved in the NCEA (National 
Catholic Educational Association) project “Vision and 
Value’ ”’ throughout the school year, Murphy explained. 
The school year has focused on faith and has been 
‘organized around Father Serra as a model,”’ he said. A 
school bulletin board about faith and Franciscan Father 
Junipero Serra is displayed there, he added. 


please turn to page 10 


MOVING? Clip this box (with label) and s 


fo: 


Souther 


nd with your new address 


Cr Dept., P.O. Box 81869 


Synod to renew Church, end ‘abuses’ 


By NC News Service 


Two leaders of the U.S. hierarchy have described the 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops called by Pope John Paul 
II to review Vatican II as a ‘‘moment for renewal’’ and a 
chance to make the council’s spirit ‘‘even more pastorally 
effective.”’ 

A Vatican official, meanwhile, characterized the 
coming synod as a means of ending ‘‘abuses.”’ 


ANNOUNCED BY Pope John Paul Jan. 25, the 
synod, involving the heads of national bishops’ 
conferences around the world, is scheduled for Nov. 
25-Dec. 8 in Rome. 

According to Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chicago, ‘‘the synod is another moment for renewal.”’ 


Bishop James A. Malone of Youngstown, Ohio, 
president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
said that ‘‘the announcement means that the bishops of 
the entire world will have an opportunity to collaborate 
with the Holy Father in a special way in seeking to make 
Vatican II even more pastorally effective in the life and 
mission of the Church.”’ 

CARDINAL SILVIO Oddi, prefect of the Vatican 
Congregation for the Clergy, said Jan. 28 that the synod 
will offer a chance both to correct ‘‘abuses’’ of the council 
and further develop its teachings. 


‘The pope wants to know how these reforms have been 


applied in practice,’’ Cardinal Oddi said. ‘‘If there have 
been abuses, naturally they should be corrected. If there 
are teachings that have not been applied, perhaps now 
they should be.”’ 


He added that ‘‘there are many abuses in the 
celebration of the Mass today’’ that ought to receive 
attention at the synod. ‘‘Some changes that looked useful 
20 years ago perhaps do not (look useful) today,”’ he said. 


BISHOP MALONE, in a Jan. 28 statement, declared 
that ‘‘for two decades, the Church throughout the world 
has benefitted enormously from the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council.’’ He added that the NCCB “‘looks 
forward to preparing for the synod and contributing to it 
to the fullest extent possible.”’ 


In Chicago, Cardinal Bernardin, in a Jan. 26 
statement, declared that ‘‘from my experience of past 
synods, I know that this meeting will provide a unique 
instrument for reviewing, evaluating and furthering the 
goals of the council.’’ 

He said parishes, dioceses and universities have been 
holding forums on the state-of the Church, 20 years after 
Vatican II ended, and that ‘‘Pope John Paul II, a scholar 
and a pastor, has captured this interest in an 
extraordinary way in his call for a synod.”’ 
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Fourth Eucharistic prayer to change 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Beginning with the first 
Sunday in Lent, U.S. Catholics will hear two changes in 
the fourth Eucharistic prayer of the Mass. 


Both changes, which were announced Jan. 29 by the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops in Washington, 
are meant to reflect the original Latin more fully and 
accurately. 


THE FIRST change, in the preface, will say, ““You 
are the one God, living and true,’’ instead of the current 
‘You alone are God, living and true.”’ 


The second change, in the second prayer after the 
consecration, will replace the words ‘“‘bread and wine’ 
with ‘‘one bread and one cup.’’ The new version will 
read, ‘‘...and by Your Holy Spirit, gather all who share 
this one bread and one cup into the one body of Christ, a 
living sacrifice of praise.”’ 


Msgr. Daniel Hoye, NCCB general secretary, notified 
the bishops of the country in January that the Vatican had 
approved the changes. He said the Sunday liturgy of Feb. 
24 had been decided on as the date for the changes to take 


effect. 


THE TRANSLATION “You alone are God” 
reflected an early Latin edition of the fourth eucharistic 
prayer, Msgr. Hoye said. 

Later Latin editions of the new Roman Missal changed 
solus to unus, he said, and the new English version, ‘‘You 
are the one God,”’ reflects that change in the Latin 
version of the prayer. 


The second change was in response to criticisms that 
the original English version did not adequately reflect the 
Latin emphasis on the Eucharist as ‘‘sign and cause of 
unity,’’ he said. 


IN HIS memo Msgr. Hoye also reported that the 
Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship has decided to 
study the U.S. bishops’ request to use a common, 
ecumenical lectionary on a trial basis. The congregation 
has also decided to set up a special commission to study 
the question of ‘‘inclusive,’’ or gender-neutral, language 
where this is considered appropriate in translations of 
liturgical texts, he said. 
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REVIVAL SPIRIT — Christ the King Church was the setting for the annual Black Revival, held this year Jan. 28 
through Feb. 1. A youth night and healing service were offered, along with gospel choir performances and 
preaching. Brother Hugh Henderson (center) conducted the revival. 


Briefs 


‘NEW WEAPON’ — President Ronald 
Reagan declared Jan. 31 that world leaders, 
once enemies, can replace war with a new 
weapon for solving hostilities. It’s called 
prayer, he said. Addressing the bipartisan 
annual National Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington, Reagan said that spiritual 
fellowship that began among members of 
Congress during World War II sparked a 
spiritual movement which spread to unnamed 
heads of state from many nations, including 
leaders who were once bitter adversaries. He 
said presidential involvement with the prayer 
breakfast began with President Dwight 
Eisenhower. 


‘DEAREST SONS’ — Pope John Paul II 
traveled into the Andes Mountains Jan. 31 to 
meet Ecuador’s Indians, who have suffered 
oppression in the nation’s history, and called 
them his ‘‘dearest sons.’? The pope also 
supported efforts by the Ecuadorean bishops to 
integrate Indians into national life and reduce 
discrimination against them. About 250,000 
Indians from Ecuador’s mountains and 
jungles lined the airport runway to greet the 
pope with cheers, songs, dances and pleas for 
continued Church support in their efforts to 
improve their lives. 


SERRA MESA — The diocesan Peace 
and Justice Commission canceled a talk 
slated for Feb. 9 at St. Columba Hall 
here. Dominican Sister Marjorie Tuite’s 
presentation, 


‘‘Economic Justice: 
Thinking Globally, Acting Locally,’’ will 


not occur, a commission spokeswoman 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these beloved ones who are 
realm 


MARTINEZ, Rosenda. Wife of Vincent Martinez; mother of Frank J. 
Martinez, Oscar R. Martinez; sister of Natividad Tafoya, Alesia Aguilar, 
Jesus Luna, Maleno Luna; two grandchildren. Funeral Mass: Jan. 29, 1985 
at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church. 


BASTIAN, Thelma B. Mother of Rita McCarter. Funeral Mass: Feb. 1, 
1985 at Graveside-Holy Cross Cemetery. 


CASTANEDA, Paula Becerra. Mother of Relles B. Castaneda, Jovita 
Rubio, Maria Martinez, Frances Lopez, Johnny B. Castaneda, Consuelo 
Odle, Mary Martinez; nine grandchildren; 48 great-grandchildren; 69 
great-great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: Feb. 1, 1985 at Our Lady of 


ROMERO, Nicolasa. Aunt of Juana M. Arce. Funeral Mass: Jan. 31, 
1985 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. 


ASARO, Frank B. Husband of Josephine Asaro; mother of V. Frank 
Asaro, John R. Asaro; sister of two living in Sicily; five grandchildren. 
Funeral Mass: Jan. 31, 1985 at Our Lady of Rosary Church. 


OBER, Veronica V. Mother of Carol Presepe, Raymond Spangler, 
Christopher Spangler; three grandchildren; one great-grandchild. Funeral 
Mass: Jan. 29, 1985 at Goodbody Boulevard Chapel. 


MITCHELL, Nora E. Mother of Phyllis Weinstein, Shirley Ponce, 
Andrew G. Mitchell, Nncy Cluba, Carol Miller, James A. Mitchell, Elaine 
Janice Racine, Theresa Ann Smith; 44 grandchildren; 49 great-- 
grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild. Funeral Mass: Jan. 30, 1985 at 


KUSHEY, Maria M. Mother of Adela Kushey, Aniela Kushey. Funeral 
Mass: Jan. 30, 1985 at Perpetual Help Church. 


OO 


other girl, Mirella Gregori, disappeared six 
weeks earlier. 


THE REASON? — Jesuit Superior 
General Father Peter-Hans Kolvenbach said 
Jan. 26 that Vatican pressure was not the 
reason Nicaraguan Father Fernando Cardenal 
was expelled from the order. The expulsion of 
Father Cardenal, Nicaragua’s minister of 
education, was announced by the Jesuits Dec. 
10. The move came five months after Jesuit 
officials said his civil post was ‘‘incompatible 
with his status as a Jesuit.”’ 


FUNDAMENTAL LOOK — The Vatican 
is conducting a study of fundamentalist 
religious sects around the world, a Vatican 
official told National Catholic News Service 
recently. In Washington, a top Brazilian 
Church official denied news reports that the 
Brazilian bishops thought the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency might be involved in the 
growth of such sects in Brazil. 


FUTURE OF FARMING — If the family 
farm dies, its successor probably will be an 
agribusiness operation controlled by a landed 
elite greedy for profit, Bishgp Maurice 
Dingman of Des Moines, Iowa, warned 
Congress. In testimony given to an informal 
congressional forum organized by Sen. John 
Melcher, D-Mont., Bishop Dingman, 
representing the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, declared that family farms are 
disappearing quickly because of actions of 
government and society. 


AGENTS NEEDED — USS. Catholics 
must participate in reshaping the world, and it 
is the task of Catholic colleges to educate 
students to be agents of that reform, said 
David J. O’Brien, associate professor of 
history at the College of the Holy Cross, 
Worcester, Mass. O’Brien spoke Jan. 29 at 
the annual meeting of the Association of 
Catholic Colleges and Universities in 
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‘RADICAL’ CALL — The first draft of the 
U.S. bishops’ economic pastoral ‘‘calls us to a 
radical examination of our lives as Americans 
and as Christians,’’ said Jesuit Father William 
Rewak, president of Santa Clara University, 
as he opened a conference on the pastoral Jan. 
25. Fifteen theologians, economists 
political scientists met at the university, where 
some praised the draft highly and others said 
they found the bishops’ approach naive or 
muddled. 


‘REJUVENATING’ SYNOD — The 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops scheduled for 
the fall will provide a forum for deepening the 
Church’s understanding of the Vatican II 
documents, said Cardinal William Wakefield 
Baum, head of the Vatican Congregation for 
Catholic Education. The synod, he said, ‘‘is a 
way of rejuvenating and invigorating our 
efforts to live the message of the council.’’ 


READY FOR BATTLE — Ireland’s 
Catholic Church is gearing up for a legislative 
battle over a proposed law which would make 
non-medical contraceptives available to those 
over age 18. Currently, contraceptives can be 
obtained legally only by married persons, with 
a doctor’s prescription and from a pharmacy. 
However, Prime Minister Garret FitzGerald’s 
coalition government is about to introduce a 
new family planning bill into Parliament. 


BRAWLEY — For the second year the 
Brawley Ministerial Association 


celebrated a prayer service during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The 
host parish was St. Margaret Mary. 
About 200 persons, including Catholics, 
First Presbyterians, Trinity Lutherans, 
First American Baptists and First United 
Methodists of Brawley attended the Jan. 


20 event. Members of a Presbyterian 
church from Westmorland also came. 
“The focal point during the prayer 
service was the confession of our sin of 
disunity,’’ Oblate Father James Kernan 
said. He was also grateful to ‘‘experience 
a unity centered in Christ through 
prayer.’’ He is in residence at St. 
Margaret Mary parish and is a member 
of the diocesan ecumenical commission. 


and- 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Sunday, Feb. 10, 11 a.m., San Diego, San 
Rafael parish, Mass and blessing of fountain. 

Wednesday, Feb. 13, 9:30 a.m., San Diego, 
Kolbe Center, Presbyteral Council meeting. 

Saturday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m., Chula Vista, St. 
Pius X parish, Diocesan Pastoral Council 
general meeting. 


Father Peter M. Escalante, 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Wednesday, Feb. 13, 9:30 a.m., San Diego, 
Kolbe Center, Presbyteral Council meeting. 


DEATH DEMANDED — The chief 
prosecutor in Torun, Poland, provincial court’ 
Jan. 29 demanded the death penalty for 
Grzegorz Piotrowski, former secret police 
captain and alleged ringleader in the kidnap 
and murder of Father Jerzy Popieluszko, a 
pro-Solidarity priest. He asked for 25-year 
sentences for three other defendants. All were 
members of an Interior Ministry department 
monitoring the affairs of the Polish Catholic 
Church. 


CORRECTION 


A phrase was inadvertantly omitted by 
Southern Cross from Father John 


Proctor’s column of Jan. 31. A sentence 
stated, “‘Thirdly, there are a very few 


renegade priests who dispute the 
Church’s authoritative teaching.’’ His 
column should have said there are very 
few renegade priests and nuns... Southern 
Cross regrets the error. 


The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
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with Deacon Michael Newman 


The leper visits the Pope 


Recently an historic first took place at the Vatican. The Pope met 
the leper. John Paul II met Antonio Martens from Brazil after a 
general audience. This was the first time a leper — declared not 
contagious — was allowed to travel aboard a regular airline. And it is 
probable, according to Roman sources, that it was the first time in 
history a leper has come to the Vatican to meet the Pope. 

Lepers have always been a particular apostolate of missionaries, in 
whose service many have given their very lives. There are still 12 
million lepers in the world, and the meeting in Rome between 
Antonio and the Pope was very touching and deep in significance. 


“I come to thank you for your great gesture of humility of coming 


> 


to my leper brethren, 


said Antonio, referring to the Pope’s visit to 


Brazil. ‘‘But above all I come to witness that it is a disease which can 


be overcome.”’ 


The 73-year-old Antonio contracted leprosy when he was 20 and 
has written a book entitled ‘‘On the other side of the board”’ meaning 
the border between lepers and the rest of us. 


St. Francis of Assisi embraced a leper nearly 800 years ago — his 
metanoia, his change of heart. Maybe the turning point in our lives 
can figuratively be our own ‘‘embrace”’ of a leper, by our gift to help 
fight this scourge through missionary dedication. 
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Courts and theaters 
become classrooms 


By Joyce Carr 


SAN DIEGO — Sacramento State Capitol, Orange 
County Marine Institute, Old Globe Theatre, Superior 
Courts — these and many more sites sometimes serve as 
classrooms for pupils in diocesan elementary schools. 


Information in textbooks ‘‘comes alive’’ with the 
‘thands on’’ approach afforded by field trips taken with 
teachers and parents, some teachers said. 


EIGHTH GRADERS at St. Charles Borromeo School 
tour the State Capitol building in Sacramento each spring 
when they meet their representatives in the Assembly or 
Senate and review the state legislative process, Sister 
Xavier Cahill, FDC, principal, said. Panning for gold in 
the American River near Folsom, viewing a replica of 
John Sutter’s sawmill and touring San Francisco’s Palace 
of Fine Arts are highlights of their four-day trip financed 
by school fund-raisers. 


In March, eighth graders at St. Mary’s School, 
Escondido, plan to observe a session, of the Senate and 
Assembly during a one-day trip to Sacramento, Margaret 
-Butkis, their social studies teacher said. She and Sister 
Xavier hope to put Washington, D.C. on a future 
itinerary. 

Annual trips to San Diego courts ‘“‘make the judicial 
system easier to understand,’’ said Brian Bennett, 
principal of Blessed Sacrament School. At the court house 
eighth graders observe trials and participate in a mock 
trial conducted by members of the San Diego Bar 
Association Auxiliary. Butkis’ government. class has 
similar activities at Vista’s Superior Court and Mercy 
Sister Maura’s sixth graders at Our Lady of Grace School 
visit the E] Cajon courthouse every year. 


OLD TOWN’S restored and reconstructed buildings 
enable fourth graders in several schools to walk through 
scenes pictured in their California history books. This site 
added to a unit on Father Junipero Serra studies by third 
‘and fourth graders at Blessed Sacrament School, their 
teacher, Linda Hernandez, said. 


Fourth graders at St. Rita’s School visit the Mission 
Basilica San Diego de Alcala each year, the Old Town 
State Historic Park and the Cabrillo National 
Monument, said Dominican Sister James Louise 
Downey, their teacher. Balboa Park museums are also 
popular sites for her class and others throughout the 
diocese. 


World history and comparative religion classes were 
enriched by a trip in October to Holy Angels Byzantine 
Catholic Church, said Jeanine Bennett, ninth grade 
instructor at Blessed Sacrament School. The pastor 
explained how Byzantine Catholics’ and Roman 
Catholics’ beliefs differ. 

FIELD TRIPS also enhance science classes. At the 
Orange County Marine Institute, fifth and sixth graders 
from St. James Church, Solana Beach, dissected fish, 
identified sea shells and tested water samples, Terry 
Goodall, sixth grade teacher, said. They studied plant 
and animal life near the Ortega Highway and practiced 
early Californians’ weaving and tortilla-making skills. 
They also toured Mission de San Juan Capistrano during 
a two-day trip last May. 


Fourth and fifth graders at Stella Maris Academy, La 
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LET-US ADORE HIM — Adoration of the Eucharist began on a 24-hour basis Jan. 28 at Church of the Most 
Precious Blood in Chula Vista. The commitment to perpetual adoration started with a Mass, concelebrated by 
Bishop Leo T. Maher (left) and the pastor, Father Eugene Fischer (right). 


Lay evangelists’ audiences are growing 


By Joyce Carr 
Last in a series 


The audiences of Charlie Osburn, Dean Barreca and 
Marilynn Kramar are being multiplied by the media. 


Barreca co-hosts a religious television program in 
Toronto. Beginning Feb. 17 weekly one-hour sessions of 
Osburn’s preaching, sponsored by the Protestant-backed 
Trinity Broadcasting Network of Tustin, will be televised 
over Channel 40 in Los Angeles and carried locally by 
Channel 69 and Channel 4 (Cox Cable). 


KRAMAR ALSO wants to evangelize through 
television. She hopes to become a ‘‘greater bridge of 
understanding’ between the Spanish and English 
cultures’? and believes God will use her background to 
‘acquaint her Protestant brothers and sisters with the 
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Jolla, learned Jast month how sea animals adapt to their 
environments in the tidal pools at Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography, said Patricia Hansen, fifth grade 
instructor. Michelle John’s first graders at St. Charles 
Borromeo School also visit the Scripps Aquarium. 


Last December, Nan Hudson’s third grade class at St. 
Mary’s School, Escondido, viewed a projection of the 
solar system at the Palomar College planetarium. 

THE OLD Globe Theatre enlivened drama classes for 


eighth and ninth ‘graders at Blessed Sacrament School. 
They saw a performance of Seasons Greetings there Jan. 
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HONORARY ASB MEMBER? — Representatives of Marian High School’s Associated Student Body 
presented Bishop Leo T. Maher with an ASB sweater as part of the school’s anniversary observance. Marian 
High School wilt celebrate its 25th anniversary with a Feb. 10 dinner dance. Pictured are (from left) Marian 
Principal Dan Ramos, ASB Publicity Commissioner Ana Sanchez, ASB President Steve Sackrider and the 


bishop. 


fullness of the Catholic faith.”’ 


Osburn’s dream is to establish a ministry in Haiti, 
setting up a clinic in its slums. He already has volunteers 
for this work and is collecting donations to buy a DC-3 
needed to fly food and medicine there. Because meat 
cannot be taken into Haiti, he also hopes to fly live goats 
there to be slaughtered and processed for food. 
Confidently naming his plane-to-be the Holy Ghost 
Airlines, he is asking for a volunteer to paint the white 
dove on it. 


Osburn, Kramar and Barreca are convinced lay 
Catholics can be as effective at evangelization as the 
clergy. ‘‘Lay people are called to preach the Gospel under 
the leadership of their pastors,’’ Osburn said. ‘‘St. Paul, 
a layman, said he would be ruined if he didn’t preach the 
Gospel.”’ 


HE BELIEVES several million Catholics in the 
United States evangelize individuals by ministering to 
their needs and telling them of God’s love. 


Paulist Father Alvin Illig told NC News Service that 52 
million lay Catholics evangelize in this way. ‘“When you 
share Christ in your community, He looks like you,’’ he 
told participants at the recent Eastern National Catholic 
Lay Celebration of Evangelization in Buffalo, New York. 


Kramar and Barreca believe lay evangelists in the 
Church will multiply and their services will expand. ‘‘As 
they develop their talents, they will outline new 
strategies,’’ Kramar said. 


THE CROWDS that return time after time to hear 
Osburn, Kramar and Barreca, testify to the support of 
Catholic lay evangelism. But what does the non- 
participation of other Catholics say? And does the clergy, 
in general, accept the concept of preaching being done by 
lay people? How do they think this is affecting the 
Church? 


A minority of Catholics accept the concept of lay 
preaching, said Montfort Sister Joan Kobe, diocesan 
consultant for evangelization and adult education. Most 
Catholics, ‘‘whose knowledge of the faith has not kept 
pace with their education in other fields,’’ believe the 
word of God should come only from priests, she added. 


Most Catholics view preaching by lay people as an 
attack on Catholic tradition, Sister Joan said. But as they 
“‘become affirmed in their religious experience, they will 
evangelize each other’? and thus become open to the 
message of Catholic lay evangelists, she said. 


AS FOR the clergy, a majority of those who know 
about lay evangelists invite them to their parishes, Bishop 
Leo T. Maher said. The clergy recognizes that evangelists 
with their ‘‘special gifts of the Spirit, are able to reach the 
minds and hearts of their listeners and enliven people’s 
relationship with Christ.” 


By preaching on Scripture and the documents of 
Vatican II, they ‘‘awaken people to their duty to respond 
to the graces they have received,’’ the bishop said. If 
properly prepared, lay evangelists will greatly. influence 
the Church in the future. ‘“‘They will fill the vacuum” 
created by the shortage of priests and will be especially 
effective in ‘‘ministering to the unchurched,’’ Bishop 


Maher added. 


Catholic lay evangelists will restore the emphasis on 
Scripture found in the Church before the Protestant 
Reformation, Sister Joan said, and ‘“‘bring the wealth of 
that tradition into the 21st century.”’ 
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By Father Louis 
Copestake 


A history of neglect 


As we begin February, we commemorate two often neglected 
aspects of national life. This is Catholic Schools Week, and this is 
also Black History Month. It is especially appropriate, from my 
viewpoint, that these two observances coincide. 


The story of Catholic schools in the United States is well 
known by our readers, at least the major points. These schools 
were founded by immigrants, as a way of preserving their 
religious and cultural heritage from the hostility of American 
Protestantism and nativism. One measure of this hostility was 
and is the fact that United States’ Catholic schools receive no 
state support. In England and Germany, those birthplaces of the 
Reformation, Catholic schools are supported by the state. 


Probably if any other group of immigrants had begun such a 
gigantic enterprise as creating an educational system, this fact 
would have been mentioned in every public school history text. 
But a veil of silence covers this remarkable story. Moreover, the 
American educational enterprise has damned Catholic schools as 
second-rate, un-American and divisive. Yet one has to admit that 
these schools are an interesting phenomenon posing some tough 
questions: How can it be that per-pupil costs are so low in these 
schools? Why are the educational bureaucracies of Catholic 
schools so small? Why so much local control in these schools? 
How come, with much less money and administration, there is a 
much higher output in Catholic schools? 


In the years since World War II, another interesting 
development has taken place, a development which ties in with 
Black History month. Black parents, in increasing numbers, are 
making substantial financial sacrifices to send their children to 
Catholic schools. Nationwide, some 266,000 black students 
attend Catholic elementary and high schools. Their number is 
increasing significantly every year. Many of these children are 
from non-Catholic families, and yet their parents perceive that 
Catholic schools are better able to cope with their children’s 
educational needs. The track record has proven these parents 
correct. 


I think this is an extraordinary development, and one which 
also makes historical sense: Catholic schools began as a first step 
up for those who were at the bottom. It is a shame that this new 
mission for the Catholic school is given scant attention both by 
the national educational enterprise and by the American Church. 


One group which has always understood the role which 
Catholic schools can play for black children is black Catholics. 
Even in the days of slavery, black Catholics who were free were 
dedicated to Catholic education and founded schools, some of 
which are still flourishing. Several orders of black Sisters were 
also founded to meet the needs of these schools, and they still do. 
But today, parochial schools influence an even greater number of 
people within the black community. In their pastoral letter of last 
year, the black Catholic bishops of the U.S. wrote that they 
“cannot over-emphasize the tremendous impact of parochial 
schools ... The efforts made to support them is a touchstone of 
the local Church’s sincerity in the evangelization of the black 
community.”’ 


At the close of the Civil War, our bishops met in Baltimore in a 
Plenary Council. One of the issues facing them was what to do, 
by way of evangelization, for the millions of newly-freed blacks. 
The bishops decided that they could do little, since they saw their 
first duty to be the care of the millions of new European 
immigrants to this land. Thus began a history of neglect. 


Blacks and Catholic schools are now connected as never 
before. We should look at this increased black demand for 
Catholic education as a sign that Catholic schools are more a part 
of the wave of the future, than a wave from the past. We should 
look to our schools as agents of evangelization, and realize that 
blacks in the United States have been deprived for too long of the 
richness of Catholicism. American Catholicism has for too long 
been deprived of the richness of black faith. 
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A lesson in faith 
By Anne L. O’Connell 

Two or three times each year, I fly back 
East to visit my family. During each visit, 
my two sisters and I spend at least two 
days talking over memories and driving 
by old spots in our geographic history. 
We know them all well for our father was 
the world’s greatest hometown tourist. 


For years, we kids packed into the 
backseat of the old black ’39 Studebaker, 
our father’s pride and joy, for the Sunday 
afternoon drive, a fast fading American 
family activity. 

Last March, before I left sunny 
southern California, I promised myself 
that on one of these excursions we would 
visit our Uncle Bill in the nursing home. 
He recently suffered a stroke and was 
very ill. I looked forward to a pleasant 
visit with him and perhaps the luxury of 
further sharing some of his family 
memories. 


Uncle Bill was the family good sport. A 
content man, he was a fireman for his 
entire working life. 


He was often absent from holiday 
family gatherings because he was on duty. 
One year, when I was about seven years 
old, we brought the turkey dinner to him 
at the fire station. He let us sit up on the 
tall back seat of the hook and ladder 
truck. Then, he slid down the fireman’s 
pole for us. My excitement at the fire 
station visit nearly equalled the holiday 
festivities left back at Grandma’s house. 


In a family of reserved quiet men, 
Uncle Bill was an extrovert. He would sit 
at the kitchen table at Grandma’s house 
with his sister, our Aunt Mary, drinking 
glasses of beer with her from quart bottles 
of Ballentine, swapping stories of the Old 
North End of Providence, a 
neighborhood pocket of Irish immigrants. 


Urban renewal had eradicated the area 
from existence and though most had left 
the area years ago, it was difficult for 
them to cope with its disappearance — 
not to be able to take just one more 
Sunday afternoon drive through its 
streets. 


Loaded with this basket of memories, 
my sisters and I parked our car in the 
parking lot of the nursing home. 


Chatting away, the three of us crossed 
the lobby to the elevators. We walked 
down the hallway until we located the 
room with his name on the door. 


Entering, I surveyed the room quickly, 
before I looked over at Uncle Bill. I 
wanted to know that he was in a nice 
place. Then, I glanced toward the bed. 


As if on cue from a play director, our 
six blue eyes filled with quiet tears. I 
thought my heart would pound right out 
of my chest. The ravages of age and 
illness had reduced Uncle Bill to a frail old 
man. 


I don’t know whether it was his 
trickling drool or his bland stare that 
stabbed at my heart but it wept with the 
memory of the beer-drinking,  story- 
telling fire fighter. i 


When I asked if he knew who we were, 
he replied, ‘‘yes,’’ and his stare never 
faltered. His tired eyelids refused to blink. 


Through our tears and choked voices, 
we told him of family events hoping he 
could grasp some of the recent news and 
slip into the present day with us. 


Finally, we three kissed the old fire 
chief goodbye, our hearts heavy with 
sadness and angry at the cruelty of age 
and illness. 


There would be no more trips to the 
fire station, no more glasses of beer, no 
more stories. 


My last memory, instead would be that 
of quiet serene dignity, peacefully 
accepting the Lord’s will, by lying still, 
helpless and staring, a lesson and final gift 
for me. 


Uncle Bill lived two more months after 
our visit and peacefully died in the early 
morning. In the words of Paul’s second 
letter to Timothy, ‘‘He had fought the 
fight, he had run the race, he had kept the 
faith.’’ 


Hail to the chief! May he rest in peace. 


‘Affectionate greeting’ 


. Here is part of an NC News translation of Pope John Paul II’s 
Spanish-language talk to residents of Guayaquil, Ecuador, Feb. 
if, 


Dear brothers and sisters: I respond with my most heartfelt 
and affectionate greetings to the kind welcome which you are 
giving me on my arrival here at this suburb of the poor. 


I feel extremely happy to be among you and to pass this time in 
your company. I would like to greet each one of you personally. 
All of you receive the pope’s embrace. It goes out first of all to 
your children, to the aged, to those among you who are suffering 
for any reason whatever. 


Jesus Christ loved the poor especially — those lacking in 
resources, who have no voice and are of no account in the eyes of 
the world, but who know how to open their hearts to God and 
His word. 


I can imagine the endless difficulties in your search for a new 
home, the anxious search for materials to build emergency 
shelter, insufficient hygienic and medical conditions, absence of 
public services, and so on. And how many struggles to overcome 
threats of every kind: exploitation, boss rule, demagoguery, 
violence, promiscuity. How many challenges to face from 
proselytizing campaigns, promoted by groups or sects having 
little religious content, but aiming at making you lose your 
Catholic faith. 


This morning, dear brethren, I want to take on all those tears 
shed by you during your long wanderings, and set them at the 
feet of Christ, that they may turn into saving graces for your 
lives, in lively and hopeful consciousness of your condition of 
being children of God, in an impulse to grow in human dignity 
and Christian conscience. 


KEEPING THE | 
DREAM ALIVE 


By Don McEvoy 


Possessing the goods of others 


New York City is booming economically. More people are 
hungry and homeless in the city than at any time since the 
Depression. The city keeps gaining jobs, as the local employment 
picture brightens. One of every four city residents lives below the 
federal poverty line, as the hardship picture darkens. 


This is the true, though paradoxical, situation as noted by 
columnist Sydney Schanberg. ‘‘Manhattan sparkles and the 
homeless sleep in its doorways.”’ 


It is true in most other cities, as well. It just is not as visible 
elsewhere. The sheer numbers of people in a limited space, 
demands that the disparity be noticed. There is no hiding place, 
no rug to sweep it under. 


Minneapolis, on the other hand, has moved its affluent ones 
upstairs. A whole new city exists in plazas, boutiques, 
restaurants and offices in a network of interlocking arcades at 
least four floors above street level. The derelicts wander on 
Hennepin below, seldom seen by those who inhabit the towers. 


“The superfluities of the rich are the necessities of the poor,”’ 


, said St. Augustine. ‘“They who possess the superfluities possess 


the goods of others.’’ 


In light of this disconcerting reality, does it surprise you that 
the polls indicate a growing mood of optimism in the nation? On 
the surface, that seems to be an anomaly. But on another level, it 
is rationally and psychologically valid. 


Eric Hoffer reminds us that ‘‘misery does not automatically 
generate discontent, nor is the intensity of discontent directly 
proportionate to the degree of misery.’’ On the contrary, 
discontent tends to be highest when misery is bearable. That is, 
when conditions have so improved that the better life seems 
within reach. 


The urban riots of the late 60s were born of frustration at 
reaching a goal which appeared to be within touching distance. 
Revolution erupts out of hope, not despair. 


Today’s American urban poor are too desperate to rebel. Just 
getting enough to get through the day, and finding a warm place 
to sleep when the sun goes down demands all their energy and 
cunning. Those of us who have, must come to find it as 
intolerable as those who have-not. 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


There is an old Chinese proverb extolling the power of 
example over exhortation that says, “‘Not the cry but the 
flight of the wild duck, leads the flock to fly and follow.” 
It came to mind today as I was reading an article in a 
national magazine which posed and answered the 


‘question, ‘‘Is the Church unforgiving?”’ 


The answer, of course, is ‘‘no.’’ But, the author says 
many people: appear committed to the idea that the 
reverse is true. How can this be, in a Church which is the 
visible presence of Christ? He refers later to the ‘‘shift in 
image’ of the Church since Vatican II from the 
‘imperial image’’ of the Renaissance to the modern and 
more ancient one of commitment to the poor. But, he 
adds, this new teaching does ‘“‘not appear to be 
convincing many people, yet.”’ 

THE QUESTION then, is why — if the Church is the 
loving, forgiving, poor-oriented extension of the mind 
and heart of Jesus — is the message not getting through to 
the mass of people who make up our congregations? 
Priests, it is suggested, should pay more attention to their 
communication skills! Ah, but, ‘‘it is not the cry, but the 
flight ...”” 

That, of course, is true not only of priests but of all who 
make up the Body of Christ on this earth. There is a vast 
difference between the Jesus of the Gospels and whom we 
claim to follow and the lives we lead, who are called to His 
service. Not all of us, though. I recall hearing a young 
man explain his devotion to a teacher by saying, “‘He 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


How and 


One of the best books I’ve read in a year js The Road 
Less Travelled by M. Scott Peck, psychiatrist, who makes 
no distinction between mental and spiritual health. It’s 
one of those books where the reader utters ‘‘a-ha’’ every 
three pages and uses up a Hi-liter to set off passages after 
glimpsing insights promised in the subtitle: “A New 
Psychology of Love, Traditional Values and Spiritual 
Growth.’’ 


Here I want to explore ‘one topic that has to do with 
love — listening to children. Anyone who has lived with 
children more than five years understands the dilemma. 
We're supposed to listen to children but if we do, we court 
ongoing temporary insanity. 

PECK RECOGNIZES this frustration and gives us 
permission not to listen all the time. He says, “The 
process of listening to children differs depending upon the 
age of the child. For the present let us consider a six-year- 
old first grader. Given the chance, a first grader will talk 
almost incessantly. How can parents deal with this never- 
ending chatter? Perhaps the easiest way is to forbid it. 
Believe it or not, there are families in which the children 
are virtually not allowed to talk ... 


‘« A second way is to permit the chatter but simply 
not listen to it, so that your child is not interacting with 


The Sacred Liturgy 


By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 
Rector, St. John’s Seminary 


does not just teach or preach, he does what he says, and ts 
what he says.’’ That, I think, was the difference with 
Jesus. 


People are great ‘‘Christian watchers.’’ Not only 
pagans keep us under their eyes. We keep each other in 
critical gaze. And sometimes we are shocked by what we 
see. The more prominent, the more “‘public’’ we are in 
church — even at parish level — the more we are 
scrutinized for lapses of integrity, for hypocrisy or self- 
indulgence. And how we are may be a cause of great 
disillusionment to people who rely on us to give them lead 
and put into action what we proclaim with our tongues — 
to, in effect, proclaim by action. Unfortunately, such 
disillusionment redounds to the detriment of the Church 
far more than our own. 


IF WE ARE to serve a forgiving Church there is no 
way we can escape the duty of personal forgiveness — and 
willing forgiveness at that. If we are to speak of a Church 
for the poor, there is no way we can avoid responsibility 
for the poor wherever we find them. And this needs to be 
manifested for it is Christ we bring credit to as His 
servants. It is His Church whose representatives we are. 


It is hard for even the moderately wealthy to imagine 
how staggering the plenty we enjoy here in this country 
may bé to people who are truly poor and used to living 
among poverty. I recall a friend who, on arrival from 
mission territory in Africa, was stunned by the affluence 
of the American Church. ‘‘Where is the Church into 


The flight not the cry 


which I was born and raised?’’ he cried. ‘‘How do I find 
the Jesus I know among all this money and possessions 
and isolation from people in need?”’ It was his misfortune 
to fall into a wealthier-than-average parish and so perhaps 
his anguish was a little extreme, but his cry, ‘‘Where do I 
find the Jesus of the Gospels’’ is not an isolated one. 


The trouble, it seems to me, lies in that most of us who 
sit in the Sunday pews see ourselves rather as the flock, 
who wait for those — who appear to us to fit the role of the 
wild duck — to take off so that we may follow. The idea 
that, as baptised Christians, we are ourselves meant to 
take the lead so that our flight may encourage others, less 
privileged, to spread their wings in emulation, does not 
seem to have occurred to us. 


THERE ARE people who talk and people who do. 
Christians, like Christ are called to both talking and 
doing. We are called to personally and_ verbally 
communicate the Gospel. The ‘‘cry’’ is a calling to flight, 
but without the flight it is only a cry. The ‘‘flight’’ is its 
own witness but without the cry who will know why or 
where it is going or if it is a solo effort or a community 
movement? 


I wonder, does Christ grow weary of waiting for His 
faithful to take off and be about his business as the time 
for flight comes and goes and comes and goes and we do 
not? 


when to listen to children 


you but is literally talking to thin air ... A third way is to 
pretend to listen ... occasionally making ‘‘unh huh’ or 
‘that’s nice’ noises at more or less appropriate times in 
response to the monologue. 


‘A fourth way is selective listening, which is a 
particularly alert form of pretend listening, wherein 
parents may prick up their ears if the child seems to be 
saying something of significance ... 


‘“‘THE FIFTH and final way, of course, is to truly 
listen to the child, giving him or her your full and 
complete attention, weighing each word and 
understanding each sentence.”’ 


But the author does not recommend that parents should 
always follow the fifth way. ‘‘Hardly! First of all, the six- 
year-old’s propensity to talk is so great that a parent who 
always truly listened would have negligible time left to 
accomplish anything else. Second, the effort required to 
truly listen is so great that the parent would be too 
exhausted to accomplish anything else. Finally, it would 
be unbelievably boring...”’ 


He explains that we need a balance of all five ways. “‘It 
is necessary at times to tell children simply to shut up — 
when, for instance their talk may be distracting ... There 
are other times when children are not content to talk to 


themselves but desire to interact with parents, and yet 
their need can be quite adequately met by pretend 
listening. At these times what children want from 
interaction is not communication but simply closeness, 
and pretend listening will suffice... 


‘““FURTHERMORE,’’? HE goes on, ‘children 
themselves often like to drift in and out of communication 
and will be understanding of their parents’ selective 
listening, since they are only selectively communicating. 
They understand this to be the rule of the game. 


‘So it is only during a relatively small proportion of 
their total talking time that six-year-old children need or 
even desire a response of true and total listening. One of 
the many extremely complex tasks of parenting is to be 
able to strike a close to ideal balance of styles of listening 
and not listening, responding with the appropriate style to 
a child’s varying needs.”’ 


I have merely touched on his ideas on listening. There 
are many more — listening to older children, to spouses, 
to grown parents. But this gives you an idea of the 
author’s style and the book’s readability. It is a 
provocative, challenging and freeing work which leads us 
to new appreciation of love and spirituality. 


Every day is like a lifetime 


If you watch football on TV, you will probably hear the 
announcer declare frequently during the game, ‘“Time 
out on the field.’’? When that happens, I wish that I could 
ask the announcer, ‘‘Where else is time out?’’ My point is 
that there is no way in which we can stop time. It moves 
relentlessly onward whether we are awake or asleep. Even 
though we have no adequate definition for time, we 
recognize that it is represented by various measurements. 
We know that a day of 24 hours is the amount of “‘time”’ 
it takes the earth to make one complete rotation on its 
axis. 


When we have put enough days together, we have 
concluded a year. The exact solar year consists of 365 
days, 5 hours, 58 minutes, and 47.8 seconds. That is 
getting the measurement down pretty precisely, and yet 
there is something more significant for us as human 
beings than an accurate measurement of the year. When 
we have amassed a certain number of years on this earth, 
we will have achieved what we call a lifetime. 


WE DO not know the extent of our lifetime. Some 
people try to live by a view of time which is more poetic 
than scientific, and I personally find that outlook far more 
relevant to the purpose of life than is an effort to define 
time or to measure it precisely. Each day in this view is 
like a lifetime. 


When you awake in the morning, you are much like a 
baby just being born. It is hard to get your eyes open, and 
when you succeed you find that your vision is somewhat 
blurred. You ‘stretch and yawn and try to get yourself 
together, something you can observe an infant doing in a 
crib. After your first cup of coffee you feel that you are 
finally awake and ready for the day with youthful energy. 


At some point you reach your maximum efficiency at 
which you are like a vigorous young adult. When you are 
at your best, you are like a person who has reached 
physical and mental maturity. But as the day draws on, 
you begin to wear out. You start to feel the weariness 
which is suggestive of age, and after a hard day’s work 


you are exhausted and begin to feel elderly. 


THEN YOU go to bed and to sleep, which is not 
unlike dying. William Shakespeare in his play As You 
Like It summed up a lifetime in 28 lines (All the world’s a 
stage ...), and a day sums up a lifetime in 24 hours. 


Speaking of time, it is taking me a lot of it to get to the 
point. In my last column I expressed reasons which many 
people have for attending daily Mass. One which is 
important to me is that each day is very much like a 
lifetime. I would not want at the end of the years allotted 
to me on this earth to miss the meaning of life, and I 
would not want to have missed it at the end of even one 
day. 

I find this meaning in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Through that great event we can, with Christ, 
make the passage through the dark, awesome doors of 
death into the brilliant joy of everlasting life. The Mass is 
the living reality of the paschal mystery, the death and 
resurrection of Christ. 
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By Agostino Bono 
VATICAN CITY (NC) — International treaties 


prohibiting the militarization of space are urgently 
needed to preserve world security, a conference sponsored 
by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences concluded. 


“It is essential to prevent a spiral of competitive 
deployment of weapons in space,’’ said the conclusions, 
summing up a week of study last October. The conference 
findings were released at the Vatican Jan. 23. 


““AN INTERNATIONAL treaty is required, with the 
purpose of banning the placement and testing of all 
weapons in outer space, on the moon and all other 
celestial bodies, and in banning tests of anti-satellite 
weapons, wherever located,’’ the conference said. 


The need for multi-nation agreement, however, 
“‘should not delay an urgently needed bilateral 
agreement’’ between the United States and the Soviet 
Union, it said. 


Space technology should be used to improve life 
“rather than to slide toward the unthinkable possibility 
that much, if not the whole, of the human race may be 
wiped out from the surface of this planet, perhaps within 
the lifetime of our children,”’ it said. 


THE CONFERENCE conclusions were published 
during the week of a follow-up conference it organized on 
the militarization of space. 


The October conference was on ‘‘The Impact of Space 
Exploration on Mankind.’’ It included 37 participants 
from 12 countries including the United States. Neither 
the Soviet Union nor any of the other Warsaw Pact 
countries sent representatives. ‘ 


The conference also favored greater use of space 
technology to improve human existence through aiding 
agriculture and improving education. The participants 
said information gathered by space systems should be 
made available equally to all countries, not just to 
countries having the wealth and technical know-how to 
use space. 


““WISDOM OF the poor and the deprived is not 
inferior for the fact of being powerless; it should be 
integrated with the new knowledge and information and 
not drowned in a flood of standardized prescriptions from 
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International accord needed 
to avoid space militarization 


photo by Veronica Garcia 


ANNIVERSARY MARKED — The eighth anniversary of the founding of the Our Lady of Angels Senior Center 
was celebrated Jan. 25 with a luncheon. Bishop Leo T. Maher, Father Edward Brockhaus (OLA pastor), several 
priests and about 250 others joined the celebration. The center is federally funded through the Area Agency 
on Aging to provide hot meals and social services to senior citizens. 


faraway,’’ said the conference. 


“‘The long reach of space communication should not 
lead to homogenization and indoctrination; rather it 
should open windows to the big wide world and enrich the 
living and action...of all nations and people,’’ it said. 


“Not only must developing countries participate in the 
acquisition of information and technology for weather 
forecasting, detection of new mineral resources, water 
management, and improved communication, but major 
efforts’’ are needed to guarantee that economic and 
human development are ‘‘available to the vast number of 
people in need,”’ the conference said. 


THE CONCLUSIONS were published at a time of 
debate over the U.S. government’s decision to research 
the possibility of a satellite-based space defense system. 
Such a system, known popularly as ‘‘Star Wars,’’ would 
be used to destroy enemy missiles in space. 


The Soviet Union has criticized the plan, saying it 
would usher a new round in the arms race, forcing the 
development of more sophisticated nuclear weapons 
capable of avoiding or destroying the satellite system. 


President Reagan has defended the plan, saying a 
successful space defense system would reduce nuclear 
arsenals because the weapons would be rendered useless. 
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Soviets meant to wound, 
Italian intelligence said 


By John Thavis 


ROME (NC) — An Italian military intelligence report 
made six days after Pope John Paul II was shot in May 
1981 said the attack was organized by the Soviet secret 
police, which wanted the pope wounded to temporarily 
remove him from the public scene, an Italian magazine 
said. 


Excerpts from the intelligence report were published in 
the weekly Europeo Feb. 1. The same day, a spokesman 
for an Italian investigator probing the activities of the 
Italian secret services told National Catholic News 
Service that the published excerpts were genuine. 


THE INVESTIGATOR, Judge Domenico Sica, 
uncovered the report during his probe of an unrelated 
scandal, the spokesman said. 


Judge Ilario Martella, who investigated the papal 
shooting, said he was made aware of the report only 
recently. 


According to the excerpts published by Europeo, the 
report cited ‘‘usually well-informed sources’’ as saying 
that a decision to shoot the pope was made in a 1980 
meeting between then-Soviet Defense Minister Dimitri 
Ustinov and Warsaw Pact defense ministers. 


USTINOV SUGGESTED wounding the pope to 
remove him from the public scene for awhile, the 
magazine quoted the report as saying. 


“The Soviet decision was related to the growth of the 
free Polish trade union Solidarity, which was of increasing 
concern to the Kremlin,”’ the intelligence report said. 


The intelligence report, again using unidentified 
sources, said convicted papal assailant Mehmet Ali Agca 
was selected from a list of right-wing terrorists controlled 
by the Soviet secret police, the KGB. After he was trained 
in the Soviet: Crimea, where he practiced shooting at a 
standing figure in a moving jeep, Agca was sent to Rome 
to shoot the pope, the report said. 

THE INTELLIGENCE report said that the day of the 
shooting, Agca was accompanied by two men and two 
women prepared to kill him if he had failed to shoot the 
pope. 
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By Rita Pesavento 


ROCKFORD, Ill. (NC) — Smokers and overweight 
people in Rockford can get help ending their addictions 
from an unusual source — a priest who practices 
hypnotherapy. 

Father Matthew Rudden, a trained hypnotist and 
counselor, holds monthly clinics to help people lose weight 
and quit smoking through hypnosis. 


_ HUMANS ARE creatures of habit, he said. ““The very 
first habit is the eating habit. We learn quickly that we get 
satisfaction from eating,’’ he said in an interview with 
The Observer, newspaper of the Rockford diocese. 


‘“‘Once we start doing something, it’s automatic,’’ he 
said. 


Father Rudden became interested in hypnosis in the 
1960s, when a woman in his parish was dying of canétr 
and wanted to be hypnotized to reduce her pain. 


_ HE WENT to Chicago to learn hypnosis techniques. 
Years later he earned a master’s degree in social work 
from Loyola University in Chicago. He is a member of 
the Association of Certified Social Workers. In addition to 
being pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Polo, Ill., he works 
full time at the Singer Mental Health Center, Rockford. 


Father Rudden demonstrated how he uses hypnosis to 


Addictions fought with the help of priest-hypnotherapist 


break bad habits at a recent group weight loss session in 
Rockford. 

After darkening the room and playing soothing music, 
Father Rudden asked the subjects to breathe deeply and 
relax. Then he introduced a hypnotic suggestion tailored 
to fit the subjects’ needs. ; 

“BELIEVE IN yourself,’’ he said. ‘‘Believe that you 
really have that shape.... You will eat and drink as a slim 
person does.... You will be happy and joyful as the inches 
and pounds fall from your body. Overeating will become 
a thing from the past.”’ 

Even if people become so relaxed that they fall asleep, 
Father Rudden said the subconscious still receives the 
message. He gives subjects a reinforcement tape which he 
recommends playing daily for 30 days straight. 


The priest charges $20 per group session and people 
may attend as many times as they wish. 


HE DOESN’T know what his clinic’s success rate is 
because efforts to track down former subjects have been 
unsuccessful. 


The program’s success is up to the individuals, he said. 
‘“A lot depends on the attitude of the person,’’ he said, 
noting that people must be highly motivated to change 
long-standing habits. 


Synod aimed at curbing abuses 


continued from page 1 

“IN AN extraordinary synod, a special component of 
which fis the fact that its membership includes the 
presidents of the 97 episcopal conferences throughout the 
world, Pope John Paul II will be drawing on the wisdom 
and experience of the global Church,”’ Cardinal 
Bernardin added. 


At’ the Vatican, Cardinal Oddi said the clergy 
congregation would be meeting before the synod to 
discuss areas of concern. One such area, he added, is ‘‘the 
external conduct and behavior of priests’? as it has 
developed since the council. 


Father Richard Hynes, a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Newark who is president of the National Federation of 
Priests’ Councils, also characterized the synod as a chance 
for encouraging Vatican [II-initiated developments, 
including the expanded role of the laity in ministry and 
the leadership of bishops’ conferences in addressing 
questions of war, peace, social justice and other global 
issues. 


““THERE’S A lot of strengths in it,’’ he said of the 
pontiff’s decision. ‘‘It’s an opportunity for the bishops in 
the representative forum of the synod to affirm the 
directions set by the Second: Vatican Council in renewal. 
It’s a great opportunity for that.”’ 

Father Hynes said he doubts the synod could be used to 
scuttle or restrict the reforms in the Church since Vatican 
iG 


“I really don’t see that happening,’’ he added. 
‘“There’s no turning back.’’ Father Hynes said, however, 
that ‘‘I just hope they don’t only look back and see. how 
things have been...but also that they look forward.”’ 


AN ARTICLE Jan. 27 in the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, said the synod was necessary to 
review ‘‘a situation that evidently requires 
clarifications.’’ : 

The synod will be neither a simple commemoration nor 
an attempt ‘‘to shelve the old and bring in the new at any 
cost,’’ it said. 
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Fr. George Twigg-Porter, S.J. 


will speak on 


PRAYER 


Sun., Feb. 10 at 11 a.m. 
St. Joseph’s Cathedral Hall 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
Seminar Day will include 
Mass, Holy Hour. 
Bring sack lunch 


Other speakers: 

Msgr. Jeremiah O’Sullivan 
Fr. Jaime Rasura, S.J. 
Guests Invited 
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“Tt will be a phase of living history for the Church, a 
moment of enrichment based on exchange of 
experiences,’’ said the article, written by Sergio Trasatti, 
an editor. 

THE ARTICLE said Pope John Paul II’s pontificate 
has been inspired by the council. ‘‘He has recognized and 


- fought against the two principal risks: that of exceeding 


with impudence. the just limits of renewal, and that of 
letting constitutions and decrees mold away in the attic,” 
the article said. 

Father Thomas Herron, an official at the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, noted that the 
pope’s announcement was ‘“‘causing a lot of speculation”’ 
but said he does ‘‘not know what it implies.’’ He 
acknowledged concerns that the pope might make 
changes but said that the pope ‘‘doesn’t need a synod to 
change things.”’ 

“One. calls a synod to find out other people’s 
opinions,’’ he added. 

FATHER CUTHBERT Johnson, an official at the 
Congregation for the Sacraments, said some work called 
for by Vatican II is unfinished, particularly in liturgical 
renewal. ; 

‘The liturgical books have been renewed,”’ said Father 
Johnson. But the renewal must go further, he added, 
requiring ‘‘catechesis and understanding of the liturgy” 
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3 NC photo from UPI-Reuter 
WAITING FOR THE POPE — A woman waits for Pope 
John Paul Il along the route to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral in-Quito, Ecuador. Thousands crowded the 
sides of the street to see the pope. 


to reach the ‘‘active, full and conscious participation”’ of 
the laity urged by Vatican II. 

An official at the Congregation for Religious and 
Secular Institutes, who asked not to be identified, said 
that now ‘‘is a good time to re-evaluate.”’ 

“VATICAN II called for renewal and adaptation,’’ he 
said, noting that since 1966 religious communities have 
been in a period of experimentation and have been 
rewriting their constitutions. 


Cindy is‘7, 


it’s not her 
lucky year 


It’s been a tough year for Cindy. After her 

mother’s death, her father raised Cindy and 

two younger brothers on a kitchen worker’s 
salary...then he was laid off. 


Now, at the tender age of seven, Cindy is poor. _ 
Swallowed up by a confusing new world of hunger 
and cold. Fear and helplessness. 


Each week at San Diego’s Freestore 
families like Cindy’s come to us 
for food and clothing...until we run out. 

Then we have to turn them away. - 

Don’t let it happen again this week. Please 
share a little of your family’s joy with a family in 
need. Mail a donation today to San Diego’s 
Freestore. 
After all, seven is so young to be in 
so much need. 


All donations are tax deductible. 


[]sio  [_]$25 
P... | 


Address 


a Please mail to: 


FREESTORE 
This ad made possible by a donation. 


Freestore 
P.O. Box 82188 
San Diego, CA 92138 
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EP Se a A CSE 


After completing his affairs in Mexico 
City, Serra, Fray Pablo Mugartegui and 
the Indian Juan Evangelista set out for 
California. They arrived at San Diego 
after a 40-day voyage, on March 13, 
1774. : 


Serra found the padres at San Diego 
mission in good health and working hard. 
Spiritually the foundation had prospered 
and in economic statistics the mission 
could show a crop of wheat, an increase in 
cattle and milk abundance. 


THE PRESIDENTE heard much of 
what had transpired in his absence. 
California had almost succumbed to 
famine, but despite the shortage of food, 
progress had been made. Like other 
missions, San Diego had problems. The 
first year, flood waters destroyed the crop. 
The second year, when seeds were 
planted further away from the river 
banks, water was scarce and the crop 
perished. 


It was then that it was decided that an 
inland valley location would prove a 
better site and Serra authorized the 
change. The new location proved better 
for reasons other than agricultural too. 


Serra had a great deal to tell his 
confreres of his successful dealing with the 


BICENTENNIAL 


Msgr. Francis J. Weber |- 


viceroy. He was able to promise a better 


future because Bucareli had taken a 
personal interest in the missions. 


ON MARCH 22, a surprise expedition 
arrived at San Gabriel in the person of 
Juan Bautista de Anza, Fray Francisco 
Garces and others. The incredible had 


happened — the mission had been 
reached overland from Sonora. Bucareli 
had asked Serra about the feasibility of 
the route and the presidente recognized its 
value and optimistically endorsed it. 


Serra left San Diego on April 6. The 40 
leagues to San Gabriel took six days, 
longer than usual because of the heavy 
rains and mud along the road. On April 
23, Serra, Juan Evangelista and several 
others set out for San Luis Obispo. 
Enroute he met Anza. The two great men 
spoke of mighty plans for the future. 
Father Maynard Geiger thought the spot 
of that meeting should be commemorated 
by a plaque which might read: “‘Here on 
April 28, 1774, Anza and Serra, builders 
of empire, met and conferred about the 
California-to-be.’’ © 


After a brief ‘respite at San Luis 
Obispo, Serra proceeded north to San 
Antonio, then on to Monterey and 
Carmel. Fray Francisco Palou related 
that Serra’s arrival caused an outbreak of 
joy on the part of everyone because of his 
success. 


SERRA WROTE to the viceroy that 
“after so many journeys by land and sea, 


I am here well and safe in the missions of 


ree 


Serra stops in at the San Diego mission 


Monterey; so greatly favored by Your 
Excellency. Now all the land, heretofore 
so melancholy and miserable, is rejoicing 
because of the abundant provisions and 
most fitting measures with which Your 
Excellency has consoled us.”’ 


The supply ship had arrived too and 
“‘all past sufferings were turned into joy”’ 
Serra declared. Chocolate and tortillas, 


- ham and flour, oil and wine were there for 


all. And Juan Evangelista was back 
among his people with stories of what he 
had seen and heard in a distant land. 


Serra had reason for gratitude to the 


_ viceroy, and he expressed it in another 


letter: ‘‘If the opinion of many persons is 
true that conservation is no less a benefit 
than creation, these provinces ought not 
to be less. obligated, nor consider 
themselves less indebted to the piety and 


zeal of Your Excellency than to those who ~ 


began the colonization and spiritual 


conquest.’’ 


SERRA HAD never looked for smooth 
sailing on rough seas or smiling fields on 
desert terrain. He expected to meet 
hardships and difficulties, but he was also 
determined that they would not needlessly 
remain forever. ; 


Religion is central to U.S., 
British historian asserts 


By Tracy Early 


NEW YORK (NC) — Although America has no 
established religion, it is not a secular state, British 
historian Paul Johnson said in the first of what is to be a 
new lecture series. In fact, he said, religion is a ‘‘central 
and organic part’’ of American life. 


““The First Amendment no more made America a 
secular state that the Antitrust Act made it an anti- 
capitalist state,’’ he said. 


JOHNSON, A Catholic noted for such secular works as 
Modern Times as well as for The History of Christianity, 
delivered Jan. 24 the first in what is intended to be an 
annual series of Erasmus lectures. They will be sponsored 
by the Center on Religion and Society, established by the 
Rev. Richard John Neuhaus, a Lutheran minister. 


Desiderius Erasmus was a scholar who helped prepare 
the way for the Protestant Reformation but later 
repudiated the work of Martin Luther. Neuhaus said he 
named the lecture series after Erasmus because he worked 
to bring polarized groups together. 


Titling his address ‘‘The Almost-Chosen Nation: Why 
America Is Different,’’ Johnson said that from the early 
colonial period America diverged from Europe in its way 
of relating religion to society and government. 


RELIGION PLAYED a ‘‘central and organic part’’ 
in American life from the beginning, but without the 
“‘totalitarian’’ character of medieval society or the secular 
reaction against it, he said. 


This was partly because of the strong lay role in the 
early American churches and the consequent lack of 
clerical-lay tensions of the European type, Johnson said. 
He said it also was because Americans who found a 
religious community oppressive could simply move on, as 
when Roger Williams left Massachusetts and established 


_a new community with religious liberty in Providence. 


America was also different, he said, because it 
developed as a Protestant society from the beginning, 
rather than one where Protestantism came as an 
opposition movement. Johnson said American society 
developed in the spirit of Erasmus, minimizing doctrinal 
definition and stressing morality. This, he said, was in 
contrast to the Augustinian tradition influential in 
Europe, with its heavier stress on doctrine. : 


CITING SUCH examples of American immigrants as 
Jews who fled pogroms in Eastern Europe and Catholics 
leaving Indochina, Johnson said America’s history made 
it the natural destination of any people ‘‘dislocated for 
religious reasons.”’ 


In America, he said, people find not merely tolerance 
but a “‘benevolent neutrality’’ that means respect for their 
religion. 


Quoting religious language used by U.S. presidents, 
Johnson said that their European counterparts could not 
be imagined speaking in such terms, but that American 
leaders could talk in this way with an assurance that 
people would understand. 


JOHNSON ALSO contended that Christianity in its 
origins allowed for diversity, and he said the ecumenical 
movement as expressed by the ‘‘elites’’ in the U.S. 
National and World Councils of Churches was in danger 
of leading each religious group to abandon things 
“‘dearest’’ and ‘‘most important’’ to it. 
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Donald Regan denies slur to nuns, apologizes anyway 


By Liz S. Armstrong 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Outgoing Treasury 
Secretary Donald Regan has apologized for a disparaging 
remark about Catholic nuns that he thinks he did not 
make, a Treasury Department spokesman said Jan. 31. 


‘Regan, a Catholic, had incurred the wrath of the 
Catholic Health Association and nuns around the nation 
for allegedly describing Religious who run hospitals as not 
having their heads ‘‘screwed on tight.”’ 


REGAN NEVER said such a thing, said Roger Bolton, 
Treasury. Department deputy assistant secretary for 
public affairs. But even if he had said anything possibly 
perceived as derogatory to Catholic nuns, Regan 
apologized, Bolton added. 


~Regan, who was moving to the White House to become 
presidential chief of staff, was quoted in the Jan. 7 issue of 
Newsweek magazine as saying: ‘‘My heart cannot bleed 
for many hospitals hurt by limits on Medicare payments, 
even those run by Roman Catholic nuns ... Their hearts 
are big, but their heads aren’t screwed on tight. Most of 


them need new management.”’ 


Bolton said that Regan did discuss hospitals during a 
“‘private staff meeting’? which a Newsweek reporter 
probably attended as part of a full day of following Regan 
around to do a story about him. 


““THE COMMENTS reflect neither what he said nor 
what he meant,’’ Bolton said. Regan did not imply that 
Catholic nuns or any other group of hospital 
administrators are incompetent, Bolton said. ‘‘If he could 
even have fostered an environment in which such a 


misinterpretation could have occurred, he apologizes,”’ 
Bolton added. 


‘Bolton said that Regan had written to one angry 
Religious, explaining the situation. Bolton said. the 
letter’s exact content could not be revealed. 


If Regan said anything at all that could have been 
construed the way Newsweek quoted him, ‘‘it was in ... a 
private staff meeting which was off the record’’ to the 
Newsweek correspondent, Bolton said. 
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By Father Herbert Weber eIn many parishes, lonely men 
; NC News Service and women who have lots of time 
*)) & start calling the rectory, 
Millie knew that the week sometimes with very weak ex- 
following the funeral would be cuses or slight complaints, just to 
the best time for a visit to her have someone listen and 
newly widowed neighbor. Ever acknowledge their presence in the 
since she lost her husband five community. 
years earlier, she had realized that Busy family and career per- 
the hardest time came after things sons, who artfully balance many 
began to settle down. activities, admit that their effec- 
The visit was pleasant. Arthur tiveness depends in part on havin: 
spent the time reminiscing, talking someone there to listen to them 
about his beloved Ellen. Millie when their balancing act fails. ¢ 
o'\¢ simply listened with care. There 
“ea al were a few tears, but neither Ar- [art 
i thur nor Millie was embarrassed 
by them. The act of listening is a 
The surprise came when Millie necessary ingredient for human 
returned home. She had expected and spiritual growth. Much 
that after the brief visit she could like Shakespeare’s ‘‘quality 
go back to her other tasks. But of mercy” that blesses both % 
that was not so easy to do. the giver and the receiver, listen- 
Instead, upon entering her ing bestows its benediction on 
house, Millie sat down at the kit- those at both ends. 
chen table, unwilling to do Learning to listen aids the 
anything. She felt as if somehow ongoing conversion process of the 
eee she had been touched by man or woman who strives to be 
oe something holy. She wanted to more Christlike. It creates a new 
savor the moment. view of self and the surrounding 
| She had known in advance that world. Listening, as an act of the 
listening to her neighbor during heart, makes room for other peo- The same man later confided Listening is the vehicle through 
} his time of grief would help him. ple in one’s life. The fears, that many of his earlier concerns which this involvement is 
Her discovery, though, was that it joys or even the everyday ex- diminished when he began to possible. 
| also had a profound impact on periences of someone else start to rechannel his energies — becom- As someone grows in understan- 
her. matter. ing aware of others and listening ding and acceptance of others 
The warm glow Millie felt after The listener begins to relate on to them. He felt himself growing through listening, that person’s 
that visit is shared by many after other persons’ terms and actually in relationships and having anew own heart is changed. Conversion 
an act of kindness. What Millie starts to hear the longings of their enthusiasm about his own is taking place. 
| was experiencing, however, was hearts. Listening becomes a bridge uniqueness. 
| more than just a good, warm feel- that provides a connection with It is as if the human heart (Father Weber is a pastor 
ing. As a person engaged in the other members of the human doesn’t become fully itself until it and author in Bowling Green, 
| process of listening, her recep- family. is involved with someone else. Obio.) 
’ tiveness was producing a change This connection becomes a 
in her too. strong force in building human 
solidarity. And it can’t help 
as but transform the heart of the 
listener. 
BN a Everyone — at least once in a A young man in his first job 


while — needs someone who will 
listen. 

eIn a counseling situation, all 
the members of one family said 
they wanted to be listened to 
more frequently by the others. 
The parents as well as the 
children were surprised to hear 
they did not listen enough. 


after college expressed a weariness 


with the way he had spent years 
worrying about himself and his 
own life — from hopes for 
material success to anxiety over a 
healthy self-concept to fears about 
acceptance from peers. He felt all 
his interests had been turned 
inward. 


Listening to others involves more than 
hearing spoken words, writes Father Her- 


bert Weber. It is a function of the heart 
that enriches both speaker and listener. 
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Faith Today 


Daddy! © 
| need to 
tell you 

somethin 


By David Gibson 


NC News Service 


The child of about 2 and one- 
half entered the living room at a 
fast clip, stopping abruptly in 
front of the chair where her 
father was sitting. ‘‘Daddy!’’ she 
exclaimed breathlessly. ‘‘I have to 
tell you something. It’s 
important.” 

Then the words of her story 
began to tumble out — something 
about the current plight of her 
doll named Mary, whose apron, it 
seemed, had accidentally gotten 
all wet in the bathroom sink. 

Each of the child’s sentences 
was followed by a considerable 
pause as she searched for just the 
right words with which to con- 
tinue her account. Some of her 
sentences erupted in a fairly 
disordered way, almost as though 
they were being translated from 
another language. 

But one thing was perfectly 
clear. The child wanted her 
father’s undivided attention. In 
the universe of little children, her 
message was ranked ‘‘urgent.”’ 

That little girl’s feelings, 
however, are not uncommon in 
the universe of adults. Most 
members of the human race ex- 
perience moments when they 
have something they urgently 
want to express — something they 
want another person to take time 
to understand. 

And most members of the 
human family probably know 
from experience how frustrating it 
is at such a moment if another 
person doesn’t listen attentively 
and, in the end, doesn’t really 
understand. 


The human desire to be heard 
— in fact, the cry to be heard — 
is woven into the fabric of the 
Psalms. ‘‘When I call, answer me, 
O my just God,’’ the psalmist 


pleads. Again the psalmist calls 
out: “‘Hearken to my words, O 
Lord, attend to my sighing.’ Yet 
again: “‘Hear, O Lord, a just suit; 
attend to my outcry.” 

But if the desire to be heard is 
human, it also is divine. God too 
has a word to say — a word cen- 
tral to what God is. John’s Gospel 
tells us that word was always with 
God. “The word was God,”’’ says 
John. 

There is, I believe, a human 
story with divine underpinnings in 
each person. It longs to be heard. 
But here is what is perplexing: 
Listening can be difficult. And in 
the everyday world, life’s rapid 
pace can mitigate against the kind 
of listening that really ‘‘hears’’ 
another person. 

In her best-selling book, ‘‘One 


Writer's Beginnings,’ Eudora Wel- 
ty talks about listening. ‘“‘Long 
before I wrote stories, I listened 
for stories,’ the writer explains. 
“Listening ‘for’ them is something 
more acute than listening to them. 
I suppose it’s an early form of 
participation in what goes on.” 

- “Listening children’ know 
there are stories to be heard in 
the scenes around them, Miss Wel- 
ty continues. “‘When their elders 
sit and begin, children are just 
waiting and hoping for (a story) to 
come out, like a mouse from its 
hole.” 

Her early instinct put her on the 
right track for a storyteller, says 
Miss Welty. She realized that the 
scenes around her were ‘‘full of 
hints, pointers, suggestions and 
promises of things to find out and 


A 


ae 


know about human beings.”’ 

Listening, though difficult, is 
like a key to human life’s fuller 
dimensions. There are so many in- 
dications that to thrive — to 
develop well — people at times 
need others who take care to 
understand them. 

In fact, making the effort to 
understand others — to hear their 
meaning, not just their words — 
is a beginning point in life from 
which many good things can 
stem. 

I think it can reflect an attitude 
of respect for the great dignity of 
human life — a life whose divine 
underpinnings then come into 
closer view. 


(Gibson is editor of Faith 
Today.) 


dist 


By Father 
NC News Se 


A story 
the great | 
On a co 
front duri 
young rab 
soldier wt 
ssavanted to 
ee did | 
and was s; 
succeeded 
But seve 
received s; 
soldier ha 
Reflectit 
Buber real 
had respot 
had not re 
anguished 
sympathet 
only respo 
iB th 
moral reas 
shouldn’t | 
Buber la 
event char 


Buber w 
to listen w 
dicate that 
listen very 

It is a cc 
ing is a pa: 
little effort 
Yue Yaster 
takes const 
achieve bo 
spiritual de 
listening. 

Are you 
listening hz 
Listening h 
heart of th 


The one who heard, the many who,d 


By Father John Castelot 
NC News Service 

“Let him who has ears to hear 
me, hear!’’ That is what Jesus 
cried out when he finished the 
parable of the sower (Mark 4:9). 

And in the New Testament book 
of Revelation, each of the letters 
to the seven churches ends with 
this refrain: ‘‘Let him who has 
ears heed the Spirit’s word to the 
churches.”’ 

This insistent urging was 
necessary for the simple reason 
that people have an uncanny 
faculty of hearing but not really 
listening. Words go in one ear and 
out the other, especially when 
they present a challenge. 

And if the challenge is to 
change one’s attitudes, a 
psychological barrier that words 
can’t penetrate is often erected. 

The Gospels hold up Mary as 


the model disciple precisely 
because she both heard and listen- 
ed. In Luke’s account of the An- 
nunciation (1:38), she hears and 
accepts a message.which is well- 
nigh incredible. 

Surely listening wasn’t always 
easy for Mary. When Mary and 
Joseph found Jesus in the temple 
after they feared he had been lost, 
he asked them: ‘‘Did you not 
know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?’’ (Luke 2:49-50). Luke tells 
us frankly that ‘“‘they did not 
grasp what he said to them.”’ 

Even so, Jesus’ mother heard his 
words and continued to make 
every effort to comprehend. 

This ability to listen constituted 
her personal greatness. 

Jesus’ disciples present a sharp 
contrast to his mother. They are 
sad examples of people who hear 
— hear repeatedly — but do not 
listen. 


In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus predicts 
his passion three times. But each 
time, it is almost as though they 
pressed their hands over their ears 
to keep the words out. 

After the first prediction, Peter 
took Jesus ‘‘aside and began to 
remonstrate with him.’’ So Jesus 
had to rebuke him sternly: ‘““You 
are not judging by God’s stan- 
dards but by man’s’? (Mark 
8:32-33). 

Peter had just acknowledged 
that Jesus was the messiah, but he 
had his own ideas of what a 
messiah should be: a dashing, con- 
quering hero. Peter had visions of 
being in the front office when 
Jesus established his rule. 

Jesus’ prediction of humble suf- 
fering and death ran counter to 
Peter’s preconceived ideas. He 
heard what Jesus was saying but 
didn’t want to listen. 

After the second prediction, it 
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Listening’s labor 


By Father Joseph Kenna 
NC News Service 


A story is told of Martin Buber, 
the great Jewish philosopher. 

On a cold day near the battle 
front during World War I, the 
young rabbi was visited by a 
soldier who confided that he 

ayanged to commit suicide. The 
rabbi did his best to dissuade him 
and was satisfied he had 
succeeded. 4 

But several days later the rabbi 
received sad news. The young 
soldier had taken his life. 

Reflecting on the incident, 
Buber realized that although he 
had responded to the soldier, he 
had not really listened. The 
anguished youth had needed a 
sympathetic listener. But Buber 
only responded with information, 
irnBa the philosophical and 
moral reasons why the young man 
shouldn’t commit suicide. 

Buber later indicated that the 
event changed his life. 


Buber was not alone in failing 
to listen well. Recent studies in- 
dicate that most people do not 
listen very well. 

It is a common belief that listen- 
ing is a passive activity that takes 
little effort. Quite the opposite is 
“ue. Sastening is hard work. It 
takes constant dedication to 
achieve both the skills and the 
spiritual depth needed for good 
listening. 

Are you surprised to hear that 
listening has a spiritual dimension? 
Listening has roots deep in the 
heart of the good news of Jesus. 


/ho,didn't 


was the same story: The disciples 
“failed to understand his words’’ 
(Mark 9:32). Incredibly the 
disciples fell to arguing about who 
was most important among them. 
Listening would have shattered 
their selfish dreams. 

The same is true in everyday 
relationships. Because of pride or 
stubbornness or for some other 
reason, people refuse really to 
listen to each other. Disputes go 
unresolved, misunderstandings - 
deepen, chances for peace and 
happiness and love are lost. 

If it seems risky to listen with 
care, there is an equal risk on the 
other side. By not listening, peo- 
ple risk missing the very words 
Mictwold the key to true 
greatness, self-fulfillment and 
happiness. 


(Father Castelot teaches at St. 
John's Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 


His central theme was obedience 
to the Father who speaks in the 
midst of the human situation. 

Ability to respond to the divine 
initiative implies a willingness to 
listen — to be attentive. The very 
word ‘‘obedience’’ comes from 
the Latin word ‘‘obaudire,’’ which 
means to listen. 

Caring people are good 
listeners. And listening has as 
much to do with feelings as it has 
to do with facts. 2 

A good listener recognizes the 
mystery of the other person. Like 
Moses walking on sacred ground 
before the burning bush, the good 
listener has a sense of being in the 
presence of something holy as 
another person struggles for self- 
expression. 


Being observant is an essential 
quality of good listening. To be 
observant means to be aware of 
the entire context in which com- 
munication takes place, identifying 
the style and language of the 
listener. 

So listening involves more than 
the ears. It also depends on sight, 
touch, even smell. What another 
person really wants to say is often 
communicated through touch or 
visual signs. A tense brow, 
gestures which block and distance 
others, and perspiration are just a 
few clues to the fuller message 
behind a person’s words. 

It is practically impossible to 
hide one’s true feelings from the 
expertly observant person. Being 
observant means being alert to the 
feelings, attitudes and experiences 
of the other person. 

But good listening takes prac- 
tice. As a skill it can be improved. 
How do you know if you are 

practicing well? 

There is a simple technique 
known as ‘‘feedback”’ that checks 
the quality of your listening skill. 
Feedback means telling the 
speaker what you are hearing in 
order to see if you are hearing 
correctly. This is satisfying to 
both persons: 

elt gives the speaker a sense of 
being heard. 

elt provides the listener an op- 
portunity to know whether his or 
her listening skills are working 
well. 

Practice at listening demands 
patient mental effort, but its 
rewards are great. 

Listening is not just good for 
mental health. Listening makes a 
creative impact. It is an essential 
part of the human enterprise in 
which the Gospel is lived. 


(Father Kenna is campus 
ministry representative in the 
Department of Education of the 
U.S. Catholic Conference.) 


FOOD... 


Contemplate this scene, if you 
will: 

You are working around your 
house one day, getting some 
tasks done that long have needed 
doing. In the background, the 
folk music you like so much is 
playing on the radio. You hear 
it, but you don’t hear it. Your 
concentration is elsewhere — on 
phone calls to make, papers to 
sort out, the dinner to get 
started. 

Suddenly your ears perk up. 
The sound of a favorite song cat- 
ches your attention. You stop 
what you are doing, adjust the 
radio's tuning for better recep- 
tion and turn up the sound so 
that it fills the room. 

Now you listen for each of the 
singer’s words, you concentrate 
on the emotion the singer injects 
into the music and you ap- 
preciate the skillful guitar 
accompaniment. 

This no longer is background 
music. You are genuinely listen- 
ing. You have moved into a 
Position to appreciate the 
music’s fuller dimensions. 

People can put the faculty of 
hearing to use in more than one 
way, as this musical anecdote 
suggests. There is a passive man- 
ner of hearing; one hears 
without really ‘‘hearing.’’ And 
there is active listening; it gets 
you involved with what you 
hear. 


...fOf GISCUSSION 


1. What practical steps do you 
think people might take to im- 
prove their listening skills? 


2. Can you think of an occa- 
sion when just listening to what 
another person needed to say 
made a difference to that person 
and to you? 


3. Psychotherapist Carl Rogers 
thought people avoided the 
routes available to genuine 
understanding of another person 
because they found such 
understanding risky. Understan- 
ding another person might bring 
change into your own life, he 
said, and people tend to resist 
change. What do you think he 
meant? 


4. The season of Lent is a time 
when people concentrate on the 
Christian journey from death to 
greater life. How do you think 
greater skill at listening could , 
figure into your journey into 
fuller Christian life? 


Faith Today 


...for thought 


Listening is closely related to 
understanding. If one listens 
carefully for another person’s 
words, feelings or thoughts, isn’t 
an obstacle removed from the 
path of understanding? 

Carl Rogers, the famed 
psychotherapist, had some notes 
about understanding in his book 
titled ““On Becoming a Person’’ 
(Houghton Mifflin). Among 
significant things Rogers said he 
had learned in his long career 
was this: 

“I have found it of enormous 
value when I can permit myself 
to understand another person.”’ 
Rogers quickly added: ‘“‘The way 
in which I have worded this 
statement may seem strange to 
you. Is it necessary to ‘permit’ 
oneself to understand another? 1 
think that it is.’’ 

Rogers said he believed that if 
people do not permit themselves 
to truly understand what another 
person wants to express, it is 
because they find it risky. ‘‘If I 
let myself really understand 
another person, I might be 
changed by that understanding. 
And we all fear change.” 

Rogers said he thought it was 
a rare thing “‘to permit oneself 
to understand an individual, to 
enter thoroughly and completely 
and empathically into”? another’s 
frame of reference. 

Do you agree that this is rare? 
Why would that be so? 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“Lent, Easter ’85: Family 
Prayers and Activities,” edited 
by Corinne Hart. ‘Jesus’ friends 
were with him all the time but 
whenever he told them the sad 
news about his death they 
wouldn’t listen,” the writers say 
in this 64-page booklet. Ob- 
viously listening involves more 
than just hearing what we want 
to hear. And Lent is a good time 
for people to listen closely to 
what God is telling them. God 
asks his followers for help in 
“taking away heavy loads from 
people who are worn out, set- 
ting free everyone you know 
who feels trapped...looking after 
the one whom everyone 
forgets...and being kind to your 
own family.’ Being concerned 
about the problems of others, 
the authors add, can aid in heal- 
ing whatever hurts in our own 
lives as well. (Franciscan Com- 
munications, 1229 S. Santee, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90015. 
25-99 copies, 40 cents each.) _ 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


Dorothy Day's life with the poor 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


Dorothy Day was about 8 when 
her family moved from California 
to Chicago where she grew up. 

Her father worked for a 
newspaper. So did her brother 
Donald. They were both good 
writers. Dorothy’s mother cared 
for the family. 

Already as a child Dorothy lov- 
ed books and read for hours. She 
had good friends and enjoyed 
playing. But books had a special 
place in her home. 

One day when Dorothy was 
about 14, Donald urged her to 
visit Chicago’s west side. He said 
it was very different from the 
neighborhood where they lived. 

A few days later Dorothy walk- 
ed around the west side. The 
houses looked old and poor. The 
people who lived in them were 
poor. Dorothy was sad to see 
how much they suffered. She was 
just a teen-ager but she felt that 
God wanted her somehow to help 
poor working people. 

After high school she went to 
the University of Illinois. She 
studied hard. She studied about 


o? Missing Vowels 


why people are poor. 

The more she learned the less 
her faith in God seemed to mat- 
ter. She no longer felt Jesus was 
important to her. She also became 
restless. She wanted to do 
something more than study. 

She went to New York and 
became a newspaper reporter. She 
saw firsthand how people suffered 
because they could not get jobs. 

She wanted to do more but did 
not know what to do. She began 
to pray again and became a 
Catholic. One evening while at 
prayer Dorothy begged God to 
show her how best to use her 
talents to help the poor. 

When she got back home to 
New York she found a man 
waiting to see her. His name was 
Peter Maurin. He and Dorothy 
talked and talked. Peter suggested 
that Dorothy start a newspaper 
for workers. She liked the idea. 
She called the newspaper, ‘‘The 
Catholic Worker.’ It cost a pen- 
ny. It still does. 

Dorothy and Peter then opened 
a ‘‘house of hospitality’’ for the 
poor. Poor people could come 
there for free food, clothes, a 
place to sleep. Dorothy lived right 


Fillin the vowels in the phrases below. All of the phrases are 
contained in this week’s children’s story. 
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HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Cl Does it bother you when others don’t listen carefully to what you 
are saying? Do you ever find it difficult to listen carefully to others? 
Why is listening important? Why is it sometimes difficult? 


Children’s Reading Corner 


“Crow Boy” is a story by Taro Yashima. In it, Chibi, a small boy, is 
afraid of his teacher and cannot learn a thing. He is also afraid of the 
other children and has no friends. He is very lonely, but he finds ways 
to kill time and amuse himself. Things change when Chibi’s class gets 
a new teacher. He is a friendly man with a kind smile. He is pleased 
and amazed with the things Chibi knows and does. He spends time talk- 
ing and listening to Chibi and completely changes Chibi’s life at school. 
This is an exquisite story revealing how important seeing and listening 
and caring are for another person’s growth. (The Viking Press, Inc., 
625 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022. Paperback. $.95.) 


there. Her door was always open 
to everyone who had a problem 
or just wanted to talk. 

For the rest of her life Dorothy 
Day lived with the poor. She con- 
tinued writing her newspaper for 
working men and women. She 
and Maurin opened houses of 
hospitality in other cities. She 
traveled all over the country to 
share her ideas about helping the 
poor. 

She took part in many strikes 
and protests. She suffered much 
because of her ideas. No matter 
how busy she was, she prayed 
and read the Bible every day. 
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Many people believe Dorothy 
Day is a saint. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author of 
catechetical works, scripture 
stories and original stories for 
children.) 
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Together 


Sister Elenita Barry, MM, worked 
with Navajo children in western New 
Mexico for more than 10 years. 
Supported by a grant from the Catholic 
Extension Society, she taught Navajo 
children the saving Word of the gospels. 


Sister Elenita is one of a small team 
of home missioners who, together with 
the Extension Society, pursue the vital 
and urgent task of evangelization here 
in the United States. But the team is 
too small to do it alone. It needs new 
members. It needs you. 


Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present in the home missions 
personally, your impact will be felt in 
this holy effort. Together we can bring 
the Word of Christ to those who don't 
have it. 


Write for a free subscription to Exten- 
sion magazine today and discover the 
difference you can make. Together, and 
with God's grace, we can achieve His 
goals here in our own beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION Society 


35 East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois 60601 — 
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Song against war 


A reader from Peoria, IIl., asked me to 
review Culture Club’s new release, The 
War Song. It clearly states the group’s 
views about war: ‘‘War is stupid and 
people are stupid and love means nothing 
in some strange quarters.” 


Most people would agree with that. 
The nightly news speaks of the problems 
caused by wars in Iraq, El Salvador and 
other places. Even the terrible problems 
of hunger in Ethiopia seem related to the 
civil war there. 


Few people in the United States know 
directly of such problems. Yet the song 
speaks of another way that war destroys 
lives: ‘‘Now we’re fighting in our hearts, 
fighting in the street, won’t somebody 
help me?”’ 


Whether war is fought between nations 
or within the heart, it leaves people 
hurting and less than what God is calling 
them to be. 


What is meant by ‘‘fighting wars in our 
hearts?’’ I’d like to suggest two 
possibilities. 


The first concerns jealousy. Sometimes 
we envy another’s good looks, fine clothes 
or social abilities. Envy can. ruin our 
appreciation of the qualities or gifts that 
we possess ourselves. 


Jealousy leads us to treat others 
unkindly. We begin fighting a secret war 
in our hearts, wishing that we could find a 
way to destroy or take for ourselves what 
others possess. 


Another subtle act of ‘‘war in our 
hearts’’ is treating others with sarcasm. 
Sometimes people say they don’t mean it 
when they put another person down, but 
their words ring hollow. Such words are 
often disguised attempts to gain attention. 
We try to pull ourselves up by putting 
another down. 


Instead of putting others down, we 
might focus our energy on the inner 
insecurity that prompts such unkindness: 


Few of us influence the international 
concerns of nations, but all of us can 
decide how to treat members of our 
families, friends and the people we meet. 
Culture Club states that war at either the 
international or personal level is stupid. 
Now is the time to examine how we treat 
others and replace any hostility with the 
type of kindness that builds peace. 


Your comments are welcome. Please address 
them to: Charlie Martin, 1218 S. Rotherwood 
Ave., Evansville, Ind. 47714. 


The War Song 


Refrain: 

War war is stupid — 

And people are stupid 
And love means nothing 
In some strange quarters 
War war is stupid 

And I heard the banging 
Qf hearts and fingers 
War. 


People fill the world 
With narrow confidence 
Like a child at birth 

A man with no defense 
What’s mine’s my own 
I won’t give it to you 
No matter what you say 
No matter what you do. 


Now we’re fighting in our hearts 
Fighting in the street 

Won’t somebody help me. 
Repeat Refrain : 


Man is far behind 

In the search for something new - 
Like a philistine 

We’re burning witches too 

This world of fate 

Must be designed for you 

It matters what you say 

It matters what you do. 


Now we’re fighting in our hearts 
Fighting in the street 

Won’t somebody help me? 
Repeat Refrain 


After the bird has flown 
He walked 10,000 miles back home. 


You can’t do that to me no 
You can’t do that to me 
You can’t do that to me no 
You can’t do that to me. 


In this heart of mine 

I'll find a place for you 
For black or white 

For grown-up children too. 


Now we’re fighting in our hearts 
Fighting in the street 

Won’t somebody help me. 
Repeat Refrain 


Written and sung 

by Culture Club 
Copyright (c) 1984 by 
Virgin Music (Pub.) Ltd. 


Teens told to reach out to poor 


By Julie Sly 
IRVINE (NC) — Speaking of his 


personal experiences dealing with the 
lives of people in Skid Row, Auxiliary 
Bishop John Steinbock of Orange told a 
group of teen-agers that, rich or poor, 
everyone needs the Lord. 


Bishop Steinbock spoke to about 80 
teen-agers at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish in Irvine. The room was silent and 
faces were solemn as Bishop Steinbock 
spoke of families living in squalid, 
crowded hotels, desperately needing food, 
clothes and money, while fighting to 
survive in violent neighborhoods. 


HE ALSO described the lives of drug 
addicts and alcoholics who would threaten 
his life one minute and come to him as 
needy friends the next. 


“In my 10 years of working in East 
L.A. I buried 30 teen-agers because of 
alcohol, drug abuse and suicide.... 
Whatever you do, don’t let this happen to 
you,”’ he warned. 


A Los Angeles native, Bishop 


- Steinbock was appointed to the Orange 


diocese in May 1984 after serving as 
assistant pastor and rector of St. 
Vibiana’s Cathedral in Los Angeles. 


HE REFLECTED on more than 20 
years of working in Los Angeles and the 
heart of the bilingual inner city. ‘‘Every 
Sunday, saying Mass in the Catholic 
Worker dining room, I’d_ hear, 
‘Padrecito, my teen-age girl ran away. 
Padrecito, my boy is on drugs. Padrecito, 
my husband was picked up by INS 
(Immigration and Naturalization 
Service). Padrecito, we have no food.’ 


“‘Of the 500 families living near St. 
Vibiana’s Cathedral, not just one or two 
but all of them were in need, plus the guys 
and women living in the streets, sleeping 
in cardboard boxes,”’ he said. 


‘‘Many times I got so frustrated, 
asking the Lord, ‘What can I do? How 
can I possibly respond to all of them?’ ”’ 


HE SAID that after reflection he 
realized they needed more than he alone 
could give. ‘‘What every priest has to 
bring to his people is the love of the 
Lord,’’ he said. 


The bishop said his experiences taught 
him that forgiveness and caring for others 
are the essence of Christian life. ‘“When 
you reach out to the poor, it’s not what 
you do so much, but it’s the spirit and 
attitude you reflect of letting Jesus touch 
their lives that’s important,’’ he said. 


How do you benefit from 
a Catholic high school education? 


Asked at University of San Diego 
High School 


Corinne Paquette, senior “‘I think that 
people are a lot closer and the religion brings 
in a spiritual attitude. There’s a lot more 
community and people put a lot more into 
school.”’ 


Tim Schatz, freshman ‘‘I guess from the 
religion classes. In public school they don’t 
have them so you don’t find out about the 
historical part of it.”’ 


Paul Witt, senior ‘Spiritually I can’t say 
it’s helped me. It’s given me more views. I’ve 
learned more about religion, morals, religion 
in general... The best religion class I’ve had is 
Christian parameditation. It (Catholic 
education) has helped me...academically.”’ 


Brian Schmitt, junior ‘‘The regimen is 
more strict. Because it is Catholic you don’t 
get away with anything. The teachers are more 
strict...The teachers care about what you’re 
doing. I think the learning is better.’’ 


Brigitte Tremblay, sophomore ‘‘I did go 
to a public school in eighth grade...In a 
Catholic school the kids were a lot nicer and in 
a Catholic school it was easier for me to find 
friends. I just like the whole atmosphere of a 
Catholic school.’’ ; 


Wendy Pizarro, freshman ‘“‘You get to 
meet new people and you get to learn more 
about God and the Catholic faith. The people 
here are really great.”’ E 
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Female role models 
presented at OLP 


By Susan Nowak 


SAN DIEGO — To help students discover how they 
can make a difference in the world, a teacher at the 
Academy of Our Lady of Peace designed a class that 
highlighted role models such as Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta and Dorothy Day. | 


The religious studies class, ‘‘Woman in the Church,”’ 
was offered last semester for juniors and seniors by Linda 
Palin, a second-year instructor at OLP. 


THE IDEA for the class had its roots in ‘‘Liberated 
People,’’ a class she taught at another school. For both 
courses she chose role models ‘‘who had come to terms 
with themselves and tried to make ‘a difference in the 
world.”’ 3 


At OLP, 31 students read Christy by Catherine 
Marshall, Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh, 
The Long Loneliness by Day and Something Beautiful for 
God by Malcolm Muggeridge (about Mother Teresa). 


‘‘They loved Christy,’’ Palin said. Christy is a 
Christian who volunteered service in Appalachia and 
there ‘‘came to grips with her faith.”’ ‘ 


Gift from the Sea, the instructor said, was chosen 
because it is easy to read and, ‘‘It resonates so much 
about what women experience even though it is 30 years 


old.”’ 


The girls read and discussed Gift from the Sea during 
an overnight beach camping trip at San Elijo State Park. 


Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker 
movement, did what Lindbergh and Christy did in ‘‘a 
much more dramatic way,’’ Palin said. ‘“The students 
had the most trouble with that book,’’ she said of The 


Long Loneliness. 


DAY’S RESPECT for some communist beliefs did not 
sit well with some of the OLP students, but they seemed 
to enjoy the account of her conversion, Palin added. 


She chose the book about Mother Teresa because she 
wanted the girls to have more than’ a_ surface 
understanding of one of the Church’s most high-profile 
Religious. 


The class also looked at the role of woman in 
advertising. They studied different models of church. 
They conducted a formal debate over the issue of the 
ordination of women. 


AT TIMES the students seemed to be almost ‘‘bowled 
over’’ by the amount of problems and needs in the world, 
but some of them indicated they think that making things 
better does not mean creating a monumental difference in 
the world, Palin said. 


Palin has been a teacher for 14 years. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in history at Rosemont College in 
Pennsylvania. Her master’s degree in theology (with a 
Scripture concentration) came from St. John’s University 
in Collegeville, Minn. 


She taught religious studies in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and outside Washington, D.C. Before coming here 
in 1983 she had taught in Anaheim and Studio City. 


LAST YEAR she taught non-elective courses at OLP. 
“Woman in the Church”’ is her first elective offering. She 
hopes to offer the class both semesters next year. 


For the final exam, students were asked to write about 
the difference Day, Lindbergh, Christy and Mother 
Teresa made. They were also required to explain how 
they could improve the world. 


Day challenged the United States to heal itself, 
Toroshinia Kennedy wrote. “‘Her message helps direct 
society back to itself. She helps society become the doctor 
to the patient, which is itself.’ 


SELF-SACRIFICE IS Christy’s message, Patricia 
Vasquez said in her final exam. “‘To give oneself through 
volunteer work is Christy’s contribution to the world. She 
gave so much, both tangibly and intangibly. She taught 
people not only better living habits, but also how to love 
and be understanding.”’ 


Mother Teresa has made a difference in the respect for 
life, Catherine Morlino said. ‘‘She recognized the 
dignity, individuality and value of every human life....In 
a way she helps the fortunate as well because she makes 
people throughout the world question their values and 
priorities and maybe rearrange them in a more Christian 
order.”’ 


HARKENING BACK to their study of Church 
models, as described by Avery Dulles, Theresa Tucker 
said Lindbergh was an example of ‘‘the herald.” 


‘‘Anne Lindbergh tried to illuminate the multiplicities 
in our lives and to allow us to get in contact with ourselves 
and ultimately God. As a spreader of Good News, she 
shared her knowledge of simplicity through her book, Gift 

from the Sea.’’ 


How successful Palin was in showing her students that 
they can ‘‘make a difference” is largely intangible. 
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Catholic Schools Week 1 985 


WOMEN’S ISSUES — Students enrolled in “‘Waman in the Church,” a class at the Academy of Our Lady of 


Peace, prepared their rebuttal during a recent debate on the ordination of women to the ministerial 
priesthood. The young women read about several Christian role models during the class, offered last 


semester by Linda Palin. 


However, responses to the final exam question on the 
subject indicated many of the girls believe they can 
influence the world. 


“THE LIVES of these women have inspired me. 
They believe in God and accept His will. When.I see the 


Catholic Schools Week events varied 


continued from page 1 


EACH MONTH a “‘Father Serra award,’ (a dove 
pin) is presented to students who have displayed faith, the 
Sacred Heart principal said. ‘‘Our goal is to have every 
student in the school get it (the award) by the end of the 
year,’’ he said. 


Family crests were made by students and displayed in 
the school hall, Murphy said. Students in grades three 
through eight also competed in an essay contest on the 
week’s theme, he added. 


At Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, San Ysidro, a 
Mass was celebrated Feb. 3 to begin the weeklong 
celebration. Parents, teachers and students were invited 
to attend that and the family picnic which followed, said 
Sister Maria Paz Uribe, SSBS, the principal. 


SAN DIEGO City Councilman Uvaldo Martinez was 
scheduled to address the school’s seventh and eighth 
grade students during the week, Sister Maria Paz said: A 
lunch for grandparents, talent show, field day and a 
science fair were some of the other activities planned. 


‘‘We started working on the week’s theme earlier,”’ 
Sister Maria Paz explained. ‘‘We’ve been working on 
values’’ and the students have drawn pictures depicting 
values, she said. ‘‘One group has chosen to work on 
honesty...another on kindness...all the children are 
working on becoming better citizens,’’ she added. 


‘‘We’ve had the students set certain goals,’’ the Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel principal said. ‘‘We’ve worked in 
a positive way...by telling the children they’re worth 
something...and that we all need vision to move ahead. 
Vision gives us hope to work for our goals,’’ she added. 

ST. COLUMBA School’s students made banners, 
decorated classroom doors and wore buttons reflecting the 
Catholic School’s Week theme. The school had also 
scheduled a jog-a-thon, ‘‘big brother/sister day,’’ and a 
pep rally. 

At Our Lady of Guadalupe School, Calexico, the week 
began with a Mass celebrated Feb. 3 by Msgr. Rudolph 
Galindo, the pastor. A barbecue honoring grandparents 


followed the liturgy, said Sister Bertha Meza, SSBS, the 


principal. 
Feb. 6 was ‘‘extending vision’’ day at the school, Sister 


Meza said. Students were asked to think of the less 
fortunate and to donate to the missions, she explained. 


‘““WE WANT students to open themselves to not just 
what is seen...and gain an awareness that they’re not the 
only ones in the world,”’ Sister Meza said. 


Students were encouraged to value a person as ‘‘a child 
of God’’ and not to look down on them because they have 
less money, Sister Meza explained. 


A sports day, essay and poster contest, teacher 
appreciation day and a student appreciation day were 
among the activities scheduled for the week, the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe principal said. 


accomplishments of these women I see not so much their 
own strength, but the strength and power of God....I am 
not strong or powerful, but with God’s help, I can do 
anything. I can change the world and help others. I only 
have to accept His call. This is the difficult part — to have 
true faith in Him,”’ Laura Flynn said. 


STUDENT AND teacher appreciation days were also 
planned at St. Kieran School in El Cajon. 


Each teacher wrote letters to their students telling them 
how ‘‘special they are,’’ Franciscan Sister Patricia 
Weldon, St. Kieran’s principal, said. Sister Patricia wrote 
letters to, each of the school’s 270 students. Students were’ 
to reciprocate on teacher appreciation day, she added. 


For the past few years, St. Kieran has chosen a theme 
which is incorporated into the school’s curriculum. This 
years’s theme is ‘‘Dare to Dream,’’ Sister Weldon said. 
The idea is included in the school’s ‘‘religion classes, 


assemblies, songs and in...notes to parents,’’ she 
explained. 

‘“*THE THEME has changed the school, the 
atmosphere and the way we live,’’ she noted. 


Sister Weldon said the school wants students ‘‘to know 
they are special and can make good choices. We want 
them to make choices to benefit their class, themselves 
and their parents.”’ 


At Stella Maris Academy, La Jolla, students focused on 
the ‘‘Sharing the Vision — Teaching Values’’ theme in a 
poster and composition contest, said Holy Cross Sister 
Mary Christian, a teacher. 


THE ACADEMY’S week began with a flag ceremony, 
Sister Mary Christian said. Other activities during the 
weeklong celebration included a sports day, dessert 
exchange and a science fair, she said. 


Plans for the closing ceremony included a prayer 
service and Benediction in the church followed by 
refreshments in the yard. It was organized by the school’s 
parent-teacher organization. 


At Our Lady’s School, students from both campuses — 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and Our Lady of Angels — 
attended a Mass Feb. 1 to begin Catholic Schools Week, 
Richard Scherer, the principal, said. Another Mass was 
offered Feb. 3 for the parish community, he said. 


SCHERER SAID the week would focus on the 
‘‘sharing’’ aspect. ‘‘We’ll be bringing others into the 
school and encouraging the students to reach out to those 
on the other campus,”’ he said. 


On ‘‘community day,’’ Feb. 5, people from the area 
were invited to the school. ‘‘We’ve identified about three 
dozen individuals who’ve made a contribution to the 
community — like the’ polices department, the fire 
department and the bishop’’ who were recognized by 
each class in some way, Scherer said. 


Teacher and staff appreciation days, parent day, and 
‘*student-to-student’’ day were among the other activities 
planned for Our Lady’s School, Scherer said. 


A PRAYER service incorporating symbols of sharing 
was to conclude the weeklong festivities, Scherer said. A 
balloon release and classroom parties would follow the. 
service, he added. 
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Washington Letter 


Congress faces the paradox 


By Liz S. Armstrong 


WASHINGTON (NC) — While 
71,000 pro-lifers marched outside the 
Capitol Jan. 22 protesting abortion, 
inside it some U.S. senators known for 
their right-to-life sentiments proposed a 
new federal death penalty. 


— such as trying to assassinate the 
president, committing treason or spying. 


Members of the House and Senate who 
favor the death penalty but oppose 
abortion have an ally at the other end of 
Pennsylvania Avenue. President Ronald 
Reagan, too, backs capital punishment 
while endorsing pro-life measures for the 
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By Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — Attempting to 
find the person behind the legend is 
Lawrence of Arabia: The Master 


Life magazine is 


remembered on PBS 
By Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — Before 
television, Life magazine showed 
Americans what their world looked like. 
This weekly photojournal covered events 
from the Depression to the war in 
Vietnam. 


How it did so is the subject of 
Remembering Life, airing Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, 10-11 p.m. on PBS. 


FROM ITS first issue in 1936 until its 
demise in 1972, Life provided readers 
with another dimension of the week’s 
news. The immediacy of television ended 
the need for pictorializing events of the 
day. Resurrected as a monthly in 1978, 
the new Life has little in common with its 
predecessor except the quality of its 
photographs. 


Hosted by Walter Cronkite, the 
documentary explores the impact the 
pictures in Life had on an earlier 
generation. These images were the work 
of an elite corps of photographers, a 
number of whom describe what it was like 
working for the magazine. 


According to Cronkite, the value of 
Life was that it afforded people the 
opportunity to sit down and study the 
pictures, to absorb their content, to 
contemplate their ‘‘true meaning.” This 
is a luxury that television viewers don’t 
have. 


IF YOU grew up reading Life, the 
program is a fascinating piece of 
nostalgia. One might question the 
documentary’s emphasis on its later years 


rather than the pre-television era when it . 


had the field all to itself. 
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Lawrence of Arabia’s life dramatized 


Illusionist, a dramatized documentary 
airing Feb. 13, 9-10 p.m. on PBS. 


T.E. Lawrence indeed led an army of 
Arab nomads to victory over the Turks 
during World War I. His desert 
campaigns were used by enterprising 
journalists to create a larger-than-life 
romantic hero, the legendary figure 
celebrated in David Lean’s 1962 
blockbuster movie, Lawrence of Arabia. 


THE DOCUMENTARY intermingles 
period newsreel footage and interviews 
with dramatized scenes depicting major 
phases in Lawrence’s life: Oxford 
student, British intelligence agent, leader 
of an Arabian guerrilla army, protester 
against the ‘“‘betrayal’’ of Arab 
independence and final withdrawal into 
the anonymity of the military’s enlisted 
ranks. 


This much is historical fact, but unclear 


are many other aspects of Lawrence’s life, 


including his death which was. so 
enshrouded in mystery as to raise the 
question of assassination. Although he 
preferred the company of men, those 
interviewed dispute that he was 
homosexual. The program suggests that 
his masochism is linked to the beatings his 
mother gave him as a child. 


Photographed in the same locations — 
often visually spectacular ones — in 
which the events actually took place, the 
authenticity of the backgrounds adds 
credibility to the re-creations. In the end, 
viewers will discover that the strange and 
tortured life of T.E. Lawrence was of 
much greater interest than all the myths 
spun around him as the hero of the 
Arabian desert. 


THIS AUSTRALIAN production was * 


written by Michael Caulfield, 
photographed by Geoff Burton, both of 
whom also served as co-directors. The 
role of Lawrence is played with great 
stoicism by Steven Vidler. 


Herx is on the staff of the U.S. Catholic 
Conference Department of Communication. 


e Complete Listings 
of Churches, Schools, 
Hospital, etc. 


e Official Commissions, 
Offices and Agencies 


BRMMMNBREMERRERSHRHERHRMHRERSSERSR EYRE ESE HH YH HH HH 


1985 CATHOLIC DIRECTORY 
c/o Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 


Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip : 


| enclose check/m.o. for $ : 


Please send ___ copy(ies) of the 1985 Directory at $8.00 each to: 


Make check payable to Southern Cross. 


Capsule Movie Reviews 


The Falcon and the Snowman 

Two young men, friends since childhood when they both were altar boys, sell 
secret data about the operation of satellites to the Russians. Though an 
engrossing esponiage story, one based on actual events, and very well-acted, the 
film suffers from having too many loose ends and an unwillingess or inability to 
be clearer about the motivation and character of the man who orginates the 
scheme. Despite its flaws, the film is good entertainment. Because of some brief 
nudity, drug use, and the ambivalent, complex nature of the story, it is mature 
fare. The U.S. Catholic Conference has classified it A-III — adults. The industry 
rating is R — restricted. 

Maria’s Lovers 

A young Marine, emotionally shattered by his experiences in a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp, returns home to a bleak Pennsylvania town, marries his 
childhood sweetheart, but then finds himself impotent with her. Slow-moving 
and artsy, badly acted, the movie generates far less emotion than it needs to 
sustain its pretensions, and becomes a bore. Because of some too-graphic 
bedroom sequences, it has been classified O — morally offensive — by the USS. 
Catholic Conference. The industry rating is R — restricted. 

That’s Dancing 

This compilation of great moments in dancing in film musicals from the *30s to 
the recent past is very entertaining, but real fans will note some significant 
omissions and yearn for more extended selections. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference has classified it A-I — general patronage. The industry rating is G — 


general audiences. 


Roone Arledge to receive Christopher 


NEW YORK (NC) — Roone Arledge, 
president of ABC News and ABC Sports, 
was named the winner of a special 1985 
Christopher Award for ‘‘his creative and 
innovative use of television journalism.”’ 


First given in 1949, the Christopher 
Awards recognize those who have 
achieved artistic excellence in books, films 
and television specials ‘‘affirming the 
highest values of the human spirit,’’ said 
Father John Catoir, director of the 
Christophers. 


THIS YEAR, producers, directors and 
writers of nine television specials, four 
movies, five children’s books and four 
books for adults were named winners of 
the awards, which will be presented at a 
ceremony Feb. 28 in New York. 


Arledge’s work, which includes ABC’s 
coverage of the Olympics, ‘“‘has brought 
the people of all nations together in 
moments of tragedy and triumph for over 
a quarter of a century,’’ Father Catoir 
said. 


Arledge last year won a 1984 
Christopher, the first ever given for a 
sports broadcast, for a program he 
produced about the Special Olympics. 


WINNERS OF the film awards were 
Country, The Killing Fields, A Passage to 


India and Places in the Heart. 


Award winners for television specials 
were ABG’s The Dollmaker; CBS’ A 
Christmas Carol, A License to Kill and 
Special People: Based on a True Story; 
NBC’s Victim for Victims: The Theresa 
Saldana Story and A Matter of Sex; and 
PBS’ Child Sexual Abuse: Program for 
Parents, Heritage: Civilization and the 
Jews and National Geographic: Return to 
Everest. 


Books for adults named winners were A 
Freedom Within: The Prison Notes of 
Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, translated by 
Barbara Krzywicki-Herbert and Father 
Walter J. Ziemba; In Search of Refuge, by 
Yvonne Dilling with Ingrid Rogers; 
Pilgrims in Their Own Land: 500 Years 
of Religion in America, by the Rev. 
Martin E. Marty; and The Seven 
Mountains of Thomas Merton, by 
Michael Mott. 


FOR CHILDREN’S books, award 
winners were Picnic, by Emily Arnold- 
McCully; How My Parents Learned to 
Eat, by Ina R. Friedman; Secrets of a 
Small Brother, by Richard J. Margolis; 
One-Eyed Cat, by Paula Fox; and 
Imagine That: Exploring Make Believe, 
by Joyce Strauss. 


TV Programs of Note 


Sunday, Feb. 10, 8-11 p.m. (ABC) Surviving. Ellen Burstyn and Marsha Mason star in 
a drama about two families who must overcome both guilt and pain as they rebuild their 
shattered lives following the deaths of their teen-age children in a suicide pact. Len Cariou 


and Paul Sorvino play the fathers. 


Monday, Feb. 11, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) Words by Heart. This first of a two-part adaptation of 
the award-winning book begins the story of an irrepressible 12-year-old and her family, the 
only blacks living in a small Midwestern community at the turn of the century. 

Monday, Feb. 11, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) State of Black America. Six prominent black 
Americans and a studio audience representative of the Detroit community discuss black 

participation in the economy and the political strength of black America. 

Tuesday, Feb. 12, 9-10 p.m. (PBS) Child Savers. This documentary in the Frontline 
series follows a dedicated group of child abuse caseworkers from the Emergency Children’s 
Service of New York as they go into homes where they confront violent parents and 


battered children. 


Wednesday, Feb. 13, 4-5 p.m. (ABC) I Want to Go Home. Lindsay Crouse stars in a 
dramatic story about the contemporary tragedy of parental kidnapping, another of the 


ABC Afterschool Specials for young viewers. 


Wednesday, Feb. 13, 8-9 p.m. (PBS) Four Americans in China. As China opens its 
doors to the world, this National Geographic Special visits four Americans — a student, a 
journalist, a businessman and a teacher — for whom this country has become a second 


home: 


Thursday, Feb. 14, 10-10:30 p.m. (PBS) Back of the Book. In this weekly round-up of 
the arts, National Public Radio’s Susan Stamberg moderates a discussion about the latest 
books, movies, theater and television with a group of regular panelists. 

Friday, Feb. 15, 10-11 p.m. (PBS) The Emerging Force. Videotaped reports showing 
how Hispanics across America are trying to exercise their political and economic power 
today are followed by a live studio discussion by some of the nation’s foremost Hispanic 


leaders. 
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Dress code studied 


Trendy styles rejected by Saints’ parents 


By Susan Nowak 


NORTH PARK — When the saints go marching in 
(to school), they probably won’t be wearing black denim 
pants or sporting mohawk hairstyles. 


Responses to a recent Saint Augustine High School for 
Boys dress code study of parental attitudes toward dress 
indicated strong support for maintaining current dress 
standards. Parents who responded also rejected trends 
such as earrings and facial makeup for the young men. 


THE PARENT-Student-Faculty Committee of the 
Augustinian high school. made a series of 
recommendations to the institution’s executive council 
and asked parents for their input. 


Approximately 500 questionnaires were sent; about 75 
responses were received. While the principal, Father John 
Pejza, admitted the survey was not scientific, it did reveal 
a strong trend, he said. 


At least .91 percent of the respondants agreed with five 
of the seven recommendations. The other 
recommendations received support from a majority of 
parents who answered the survey. 


THE RECOMMENDATIONS and the percentage of 
parents who favored them are as follows: 


© Sport coats not be chosen as school attire, but 
sweaters be continued — 91 percent. 


e Each class retain a distinctive class color and 
each class be allowed at the end of this year to choose 
the color and style (cardigan or pullover) for the rest of 
their time at Saint Augustine’s — 93 percent. 


e A better quality sweater be purchased (at a 
price of about $35), hopefully ensuring better color 
control — 64 percent. 

e¢ Students not be allowed to have beards or 
moustaches, earrings or facial makeup — 96 percent. 

e Blue or black jeans be disallowed — 81 
percent. 


e Shirts are to be worn buttoned. Shirts with 
squared-off tails can be worn outside the pants. 
Turtlenecks can be worn except when a tie is required 
— 91 percent. 


e Hair be no longer than collar length, 
moderately tapered and that mohawks, pseudo- 
mohawks, baldies or dyed hair not be allowed — 94 
percent. 


Any action on the dress code study is up to» the 
executive council, a group of administrators and teachers. 
“‘We’re not going to make any drastic changes in the 
dress code,’’ Father Pejza said. 


The dress code study has its roots in a student, parents 
and faculty survey on the discipline code. That survey, 
conducted last spring, revealed that students do not like 
the requirement of wearing sweaters with the Saints logo 
on it, Father Pejza said. ‘“The students, in large part, 
want to get rid of the sweaters,’’ the principal added. 


Catholic Schools Week 


‘Teaching Values’ 


THE PUPILS have pointed out that even though each 
class chooses its sweater color to indicate class unity, 
different shades of sweaters have cropped up. ‘“That’s one 
of the problems we have to try to work on,”’ the principal 
said. 


New hairstyles have not created a major problem, 
Father Pejza said. Punk hair fashions are ‘‘cropping up 
more than...in the past... Long hair seems to be on its way 
out,’’? he said. However, the influence of rock groups 
have led some to sport punk hairstyles, he added. 

A few students have ‘‘extremely short hair’’ that 
“really stands out because it is so distinctive in our 
setting,’’ Father Pejza said. 


Vatican to eye ‘inclusive language’ issue 


By Jerry Filteau 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The Vatican has decided to 
form an international commission to study the question of 
“inclusive language’’ in liturgical texts, an issue of 
persistent concern to bishops in the United States and 
Canada. 


Inclusive language avoids use of masculine nouns or 
pronouns to refer to groups of people that include women. 
Since 1980 the U.S. bishops have been trying to get 
Vatican approval for a series of inclusive language 
changes in the Eucharistic prayers of the Mass. 


OF THE 1980 requests, the only change that the 
Vatican has accepted so far was dropping the word 
‘‘men’’ in the phrase ‘‘for all men’’ at the end of the 


Consecration. 


Msgr. Daniel Hoye, general secretary of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in Washington, informed 
U.S. bishops of the planned Vatican commission in a 
memorandum sent out Jan. 10 and made public at the 
end of the month. 


The Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship ‘‘in a 
letter of December 21, 1984, notified (NCCB president) 
Bishop (James) Malone that an international mixed 
commission will be established to review these 
emendations (changes) which relate primarily to the 
question of inclusive language in the liturgy,’’ the memo 
said. 


ASKED ABOUT the Vatican letter, Msgr. Hoye said 
it confirmed the results of a December meeting of top 
NCCB officials with top congregation officials. 


“The tone of that meeting was quite positive and 
hopeful,’ he said. “‘It appears that the question of 
exclusive language is now seen as a much broader concern 
than just in the U.S.”’ 


He said this was apparently due, at least in part, to a 
meeting in Rome last October of top officials of national 
liturgical commissions around the world. 


AT THAT meeting representatives from most of the 
major English-speaking countries indicated that they 
shared the U.S. concern over seemingly sexist language 
in the liturgy, said Father John Gurrieri, who attended 
the meeting as executive director of the U.S. Bishops’ 
Committee on the Liturgy. 


Father Gurrieri said the bishops of Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and Ireland have asked for some of the same 
inclusive language changes requested by the U.S. 
bishops. 

He said the issue seems to be confined to English- 
language groups at this time, however. 


MSGR. HOYE said it was ‘‘not clear at this point’’ 
how broad or narrow the mandate of the mixed 
commission would be. It apparently would address the 
issue in other English-speaking countries as well as in the 


United States, he said, but he did not know if it would 
restrict its concern to English or raise the question for 
other languages as well. 


Asked what the Vatican meant by a ‘‘mixed’’ 
commission, Msgr. Hoye said he suspected it simply 
meant a commission that would include others besides 
members of the Congregation for Divine Worship. 


“ce 


In light of the subject matter, might ‘‘mixed’’ also 
mean including women? “‘I don’t think they would be 
excluded,’’ he said. : 


Ground broken in Omaha 
for pope’s ‘living memorial’ 


OMAHA, Neb. (NC) — Ground-breaking ceremonies 
were held Jan. 30 in Omaha for the Pope Paul VI 
Institute for the Study of Human Reproduction, planned 
as “‘a living memorial’’ to the author of the encyclical 
Humane Vitae. 


Dr. Thomas W. Hilgers, institute director, said the 
purpose of the institute will be to establish an education 
and research program in human reproduction which is 
guided by the official teaching of the Church. 


“THE INSTITUTE is a living memorial to. Pope 
Paul VI as a response to his great challenge to develop a 
program of sound scientific research which assists in 
revealing to the world the great miracle of human 
reproduction,’’ Hilgers said. 


Hilgers is director of the Creighton University Natural 
Family Planning Education and Research Center in 
Omaha and an associate professor in the university’s 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 


During the ground-breaking Archbishop Daniel E. 
Sheehan of Omaha said he considered the institute one of 
the most important family life projects in the archdiocese. 


IN 1968 Pope Paul VI issued the encyclical Humane 
Vitae (Of Human Life), which condemned artifical forms of 
birth control and challenged scientists to find morally 
acceptable means of regulating births. 


The institute has been endorsed by the Vatican and by 
the Archdiocese of Omaha. It will have an operating 
budget of $500,000 a year, Hilgers said. 


ALCALA PARK — ‘Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites 
of Anointing and the Viaticum. A New Rite — A New 
Ritual,”’ is the subject of a Feb. 14 presentation by Father 
Dennis W. Krouse at the University of San Diego’s 


Solomon Lecture Hall. The program, which will run from 
7 to 10 p.m., is sponsored by the Center for Liturgy and 
Prayer. Open to the public, the workshop is aimed 
particularly at clergy, ministers of the Eucharist, deacons 
and pastoral team members. For details, call 293-3375. 


NC photo from UPI-Reuter) 
MASS FOR A MILLION — Pope John Paul Il ascends 
the stairs to a large outdoor altar in Caracas to begin 
celebration of a Mass for more than a million people. - 
The Mass was part of activities on the second day of 
the pope’s Latin American tour. 


PARENTS WERE given the opportunity to add their 
comments to the study. One parent lauded Saints’ well- 
groomed environment. ‘‘Don’t change anything. This is 
one of the only schools where the boys look clean and, 
neat. Their faces look washed.’’ 


“Rules such as the above are the reason we afe sending 
our son to a private school,’’ another parent stated. 


Saint Augustine High School needs a dress code, 
Father Pejza said, for several reasons. The students need 
to learn acceptable social behavior because, ‘‘Many of 
our students will be advancing into professional life in one 
form or another,’’ he explained. 


HE SEEKS to foster ‘‘moderation’’ at the school. 
‘Extremes in anything have a tendency to disrupt a 
school environment,”’ he said. 


Saints tries to ‘‘build upon the values of families,’’ 
Father Pejza said, and, according to the dress code study 
responses, ““This type of (moderate) garb and attire is 
what they expect their sons to be wearing.”’ 


A decision on the recommendations is expected in 
February. 


Largest corporate grant 
goes to USD from Signal 


ALCALA PARK — The Signal Companies of San 
Diego awarded a $1.2 million challenge grant to the 
University of San Diego. The grant is the largest 
corporate gift ever made to a private organization in San 
Diego. 

The award was announced Jan. 30 by Forrest 
Shumway, Signal Cos. chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer, at a luncheon of USD’s Corporate 
Associates support group. 


UNDER TERMS of the challenge grant, Signal Cos. 
will match new or increased contributions from 
corporations on a two-for-one dollar basis up to a total of 
$1.2 million. 


Shumway hopes the challenge grant will be a stimulus 
to the corporate community to increase its support of 
USD. ‘‘The University of San Diego’s emphasis on 
values, leadership and community service are priorities in 
which Signal strongly believe,’’ he said. 


“‘This wonderful example of corporate leadership and 
partnership with independent higher education is another 
step in our goal to build a university of excellence,’’ said 
Author Hughes, USD president. 


THE GRANT will be used to help build a $9 million 
University Center on campus. The center will serve as a 
central meeting place for students and will house 
university offfices that support the spiritual, 
psychological, cultural and social needs of students. 
Groundbreaking for the center is scheduled for summer 
1985. 


St. Pius X School is 25 


CHULA VISTA — St. Pius X School marked its 25th 
anniversary Feb. 3 with a concelebrated Mass. 


Concelebrants were Father Donald Kulleck, the pastor, 
Father Patrick McNamara, associate pastor, and 
Augustinian Father John Pejza, principal of St. 
Augustine High School. 


THE CONGREGATION included Claretian Sister 
Helen Conway, Mother General of her order from 
Ireland. Claretian Sister Teresa Gilroy, the school’s first 
principal, and six of the Sisters who opened the school also 
came. Sister Rose Schmidt, SFCC, personnel director for 
the diocesan schools office, attended. 
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Around the Diocese . 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Feb. 10, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Michael Gallagher 
Celebrant 


Catholic Alumni Club meeting, Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Holiday 
Inn, Mission Valley. Details: 292-1959. 

Nuclear Freeze conference, Feb. 8-10, University of San 
Diego. Open to public. Sponsored by Nuclear Weapons Freeze, 
Inc. More: 576-1897. 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Shakespeare’s romantic romp, 
performed at Lamb’s Players Theatre, National City, Feb. 
8-March 9. Performances are Tues.-Sat. at 8 p.m.; Sat. matinee 
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $9 and $10. More: 474-4542. 

Prayer workshop, Feb. 9, 8 p.m., St. Gabriel’s fellowship 
group, Poway. Sponsored by La Providencia House of Prayer. 
Details: 698-6775. 

Spring Forward V, Feb..9, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Camino Theater, 
USD. Speaker: Franciscan Father Emery Tang. Father Tang’s 
topic is ‘‘I believe in (which) God...’’ Sponsored by diocesan 
Office of Religious Education. For registration and fee info, call 
574-6311. 

Liturgy planning workshop, Feb. 9, 9 a.m-2 p.m., SDSU 
Newman Center, with Father Michael Smith. Sponsored by 
diocesan Office of Young Adult Ministry. Reservations: 
583-9181. 

Valentine luncheon card party, Feb. 9, noon, Holy Trinity 
parish hall, El Cajon. Donation: $3.50. Sponsored by Young 
Ladies Institute Regina Del Valle no. 222 to raise funds for 
scholarship. Reservations: 462-1952 or 443-3716 . 

Dinner dance, Feb. 9, at Knights of Columbus hall on Valley 
Parkway, Escondido. Theme: ‘‘A Taste of Hawaii.’’ No host 
cocktails at 6:30 p.m.; dinner at 7:30 p.m.; dance at 9 p.m. 
Cost: $12.50. Sponsored by St. Stephen Church, Valley Center 
to benefit church building fund. More: 749-3324. 

Luncheon card party, Feb. 9, noon, St. Patrick parish hall. 
Featuring table and door prizes. Sponsored by Court St. Clare, 
no. 1413, Catholic Daughters of the Americas to benefit its 
charities. Reservations: 284-7826 or 582-6856. 

‘Sweetheart dinner-dance,’’ Feb. 9, Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help parish, Lakeside. Dinner at 7 p.m.; dancing 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
Cost: $12. Proceeds to benefit the student aid fund. 
Reservations: 443-4514 or 443-4458. 

‘Economic Justice: Thinking Globally, Acting Locally,’’ a 
workshop at St. Columba parish hall, Feb. 9, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Presentor: Dominican Sister Marjorie Tuite. For parish peace 
and justice chairpersons and others. Sponsored by the diocesan 
Peace and Justice Commission. Info: 231-2828. 

Mass and sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, Feb. 9, noon, 
St. Anthony Church, National City. All welcome..- 

Holy Spirit seminar, Feb. 9-10, St. Mary Church, 
Escondido. Hours: Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Continuous & dignified service 
to the Catholic community 
since 1946. 


4710 Cass St. 
488-5553 
488-7575 
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Mission Bay Chapel & 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 
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Open to anyone 18 years of age or older. Sponsored by Diocesan 
Charismatic Renewal Center. Details: 741-2807 or 459-3255. 

Lay Apostles of the Sacred Heart seminar, Feb. 10, St. 
Joseph Cathedral hall, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Day will include Mass, 
Holy Hour and talks. Speakers: Jesuit Father Twigg-Porter, 
Msgr. Jeremiah O’Sullivan and Jesuit Father Jaime Rasura. 
Bring a sack lunch. Details: 284-6889. 

Divorced? Remarried?, Hear the Church’s teachings 
regarding pastoral concern on broken marriages, Feb. 10, 6:15 
p-m., St. Charles Church, Imperial Beach. Speaker: Father 
Mark Campbell of the diocesan marriage tribunal. Free. 

Rummage sale, Feb. 10, 7 a.m.-3 p.m., Cathedral Club, 
Third and Beech Sts. Sponsored by Archconfraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament of St. Joseph’s Cathedral. 

Catholic Singles Club Mass and brunch, Feb. 10, 9:30a.m., 
Immaculate Conception Church, Old Town. Brunch at Casa de 
Bandini. More: 281-0853. 

South Bay Deanery, Council of Catholic Women, meeting, 
Feb. 11, 10:30 a.m., St. Rose of Lima parish hall, Chula Vista. 
Luncheon follows. hosted by CDA Court St. Margaret. 
Reservations: 479-7774. 

Catholic Community Services Auxiliary, meeting, Feb. 11, 
10 a.m., St. Charles Borromeo. More: 453-5284. 

Catholic School. of Evangelism, conducted by Charlie 
Osburn, Feb. 11-15, 7-10 p.m., Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Brawley. No registration or fee required; love offering will be 
taken. Sponsored by Diocesan Charismatic Renewal Center. 
Info: 459-3255. 

Bible class, Feb. 11, 18, 25, 7:30 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 
North Park, with Augustinian Father Jerry Bevilacqua. 
Sponsored by Fountain Ministries. More: 284-2674. 

Valentine brunch and card party, Feb. 12, 10:30 a.m., St. 
Brigid’s parish hall, Pacific Beach. Prizes, drawings, goodies 
and treasures featured. Proceeds used to educate young people 
in the Vocation Awareness Program. Sponsored by La Jolla 


. Deanery, Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. Reservations 


due by Feb. 8. Call: 483-8016 or 454-1085. 

Mass and healing service, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., Mary Star of 
the Sea Church, La Jolla. Celebrant: Augustinian Father Jerry 
Bevilacqua. Sponsored by Fountain Ministries. Info: 284-2674. 

Creative writing class, begins Feb. 12, 9:30 a.m., Santa 
Sophia parish. Continues for six weeks on second and fourth 
Tuesdays of month. Sponsored by Santa Sophia’s adult 
education office. Details: 463-6011 or 697-4001. 

Mission Single Again, a chapter of the North American 
Conference of Separated and Divorced Catholics, meeting, Feb. 
13, 7:30 p.m., Filippi’s Pizza on Friars Road. Info: 278-0556. 

Valentine card party and luncheon, Feb. 13, 10 a.m.-3p.m., 
St. Pius X parish hall, Chula Vista. Donation: $3. Sponsored by 
parish altar and rosary society. Reservations: 422-9056. 

Oceanside Deanery, Council of Catholic Women, meeting, 
Feb. 13, St. Elizabeth Seton parish, Carlsbad. Mass at 10:30 
a.m. Luncheon and meeting follow. Reservations: 942-0627. 

Beyond War presentation, Feb. 14, 7-9 p.m., Blessed 
Sacrament parish hall. Info: 582-5726. 

‘‘Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing and Viaticum, 
a new rite — a new ritual,’’ Feb. 14, 7-10 p.m., Solomon 
Lecture Hall, USD. For clergy, ministers of Eucharist, deacons, 
pastoral teams. Presenter: Father Dennis Krouse. Cost: $3. 


Registration deadline: Feb. 7. Sponsored by diocesan Center _ 
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Father Doug Regin 


349 Cedar St. 
San Diego, CA 92101 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 


Catholic Community Services 
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for Liturgy and Prayer. More: 293-3375. 

Groundhog film festival, a preview of acquisitions of the 
diocesan media center, Feb. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., St. Therese 
parish hall. Details:. 574-6389. 

Las Vegas turn around bus trip, Feb. 14. Bus leaves St. Pius 
X parish, Chula Vista, at 7 a.m.; returns the next morning. 
Donation: $5. Sponsored by parish’s altar and rosary society. 
Reservations: 420-9193 or 427-8522. 

Luncheon/fashion show, Feb. 14, 11 a.m., Fiesta Dinner 
Theatre, Spring Valley. Donation: $15. Sponsored by the Barat 
Auxiliary of St. Madeleine Sophie’s Training Center. 
Reservations due by Feb. 9. Call: 442-5129 or 442-1919. 

Mass and healing service, Feb. 14, 7:45 p.m., St. Mary 
Church, Escondido. Celebrant: Father Denis Brunelle. 
Sponsored by Diocesan Charismatic Renewal Center. 

Godspell, a rock musical based on the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, performed at the Parker Community Auditorium, La 
Jolla, Feb. 15,16,19,22,23 and March 1-2 at 8 p.m. Matinees 
Feb. 17 and March 3 at 2 p.m. More: 459-7773. 

Valentine dance Feb. 15, 8 p.m., SDSU Newman Center. 
Fee at door. Sponsored by diocesan Office of Young Adult 
Ministry. Info: 583-9181. 

Romans 8, Feb. 15-17, 7:30 p.m., Santa Sophia Church, 
Spring Valley. Sponsored by La Providencia House of Prayer. 
Details: 698-6775. 

Beginning Experience, a retreat weekend for divorced, 
separated and widowed to rediscover joy, hope and self-identity, 
Feb. 15-17, Prince of Peace Abbey, Oceanside. Cost: $70. 
More: 259-0674. 

Fiddler on the Roof, presented in the Don Room, El Cortez 
Hotel, Feb. 15-17 and 22-24 at 8 p.m. A Covenant Ark Theatre 
production. Reservations suggested. Call: 231-4703 or 
230-2511. 


Spirituality of the Beatitudes, Feb. 16, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Manchester Center, USD. Presenter: Jesuit Father Max Oliva. 
Fee: $5 ($6 at the door). Sponsored by diocesan Office of 
Religious Education. Details: 574-6334. 


Day of Recollection, Feb. 16, 9:30 a.m., St. Augustine High 
School Chapel. Day closes with Mass at 4 p.m. Spiritual 
director: Augustinian Father Gary Sanders. Cost: $5. 
Sponsored by Catholic Daughters of the Americas. 
Reservations: 281-2446. 

Mass and healing service, Feb. 16, 8 p.m., Holy Trinity 
Church, El Cajon. Celebrant: Father Dan Griesgraber. 
Sponsored by Diocesan Charismatic Renewal Center 


Access Sunday, Feb. 17, 2 p.m. Mass, Our Mother of 
Confidence Church, University City. Day focuses on full 
participation of people with disabilities in our churches, 
Sponsored by diocesan Services for Disabled People. Info: 
260-1019. 


Secular Franciscans, Third Order, meeting, Feb. 17, 2 
p.m., Mission San Luis Rey parish center. Visitors welcome. 


Items for this column must be received in writing, on 
official stationary, by noon the Friday before publication on 
Thursday of the following week. We can not accept items via 
telephone. Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, Calif., 92138. 


IRELAND 


England, Scotland, Wales 
June 24 - July 15, 1985 


$2298 


Dear Friends, 

The richness of our faith heritage has 
drawn depth from and been expanded by 
the faith of the people of Ireland. The 
democratic spirit of which our nation is so 
proud is rooted in some of the grandeur of 
England. Please join me for a delightful tour 
of the British Isles and experience the faith 
and freedom that is so much a part of our 
national history. 3 

Shalom, 
Fr. Doug Regin 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-characterline, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or night 
— 7 days. 222-1904. Call Robert. TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
267-2577. TF 


Concerned Young Americans, 17-23 
who cares about America’s future 
phone 277-7198 for recorded 
message. TFN 


St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in 
virtue, rich in miracles, kinsman of 
Christ, intercessor of all who invoke 
your name in time of need. | pray to 
you, to use your great God-given 
power to aid me in my urgent 
petition. In return, | promise to make 
your name known. Pray for us who 
ask your aid Jude. Say 3 Hail Marys, 
3 Our Fathers and 3 Glorias. J.C. 
1/24, 31, 2/7, 14, 21, 28 


14 — Southern Cross, February 7, 1985 


ST. JUDE: O Holy St. Jude, near 
kinsman of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
thank you for giving your attention to 
my special problem. Please continue 
to do so until my problem is solved, 
but not my will, but God’s be done. | 
will make your name known and cause 
you to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 
3 Hail Marys, 3 Glorias. R.O. TFN 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED: Live in or 
out. 588-4884 2/7 


NEED ROOM: w/1-2 nonsmoke. 
Female in 20’s, coastal area. Appx. 
$250 mo. Carrie, 297-3344 wk., 
265-9323 hm. 2/7 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

References & insured 

For a free estimate call 

ERICK 226-6275 TF 


LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 
Churches, schools and residential. 
Licensed and insured. Call: 422-8702 
for free estimate. TF 


J & T CONSTRUCTION: brick, block, 
decorative walls and concrete work. 
Residential specialist - free estimate. 
466-8442. 

1/24, 31, 2/7, 14, 21, 28 


SEWING MACHINE NEEDED 
Church group needs sewing machine 
to repair altar linens. Tax deductible 
donation. 298-6890. 

1/31, 2/7, 14, 21 


CEMETERY PLANS: In the privacy of 
your home | will help you complete 
your before-need plans. One of the 
finest things you can do for your 
family is to protect them against the 
emergencies of tomorrow, by 
providing a place for family burial 


- that will be their forever. El Camino 


Memorial Parks representative to the 
Catholic community. Elly Blasutta 
453-2121 or 481-7070. 

1/24, 31, 2/7, 14 


KNAPP SHOES: Quality, guaranteed 
shoes-boots. Shown at your 
convenience. Spanish spoken. 
582-5096 after 5.1/24, 31, 2/7, 14 


CASHIER: mature & responsible 
person for fast food restaurant. Exp. 
preferred. Clairemont Sq. 
483-5464. 2/7, 14 


Thank you St. Jude. In darkness 
there is hope. M.H. 2/7 
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Por Jaime Vidal 


La fiesta de San Miguel Arcdngel, el 29 de septiembre 
de 1864, nacié, en Bilbao, capital de la provincia de 
Vizcaya, Miguel de Unamuno. EI pais vasco, del que 
Vizcaya forma parte, es el baluarte del catolicismo 
espafiol y el nifio Miguel se crid en una atmédsfera de 
sdlida adoracién. Por su novela autobiogrdfica Paz en la 
Guerra sabemos que en su nifiez su época favorita era la 
Semana Santa cuando asistfa, con seriedad infantil, a 
todos los oficios, siguiendo las ceremonias en un misal 
latino-espafiol. 


Al terminar sus estudios secundarios, Miguel ingresé a 
la Universidad de Madrid para estudiar filosoffa y 
lenguas cldsicas. Allf también tuvo su primer contacto con 
el racionalismo y perdi6 para siempre la fe ciega y sencilla 
de su nifiez. Esta pérdida era por desgracia cosa muy 
tipica entre los intelectuales espafioles de lo que vino a 
Ilamarse la Generacién del 98. 


SOLO DIOS puede leer los corazones y juzgar cudnta 
responsabilidad cae sobre un individuo en la pérdida de 
su fe. Pero no hay duda que buena parte de la culpa recae 
también sobre la debilidad intelectual y espiritual de la 
Iglesia espafiola del siglo XIX. Al negarse a ver el espfritu 
de la época como otra cosa que un enemigo del Evangelio, 
la Iglesia acab6é convirtiéndose en un ambiente imposible 
para cualquier persona que cuestionara los métodos e 
ideas tradicionales, o que quisiera enfocar la vida de una 
manera nueva y original. Al que no se conformaba con la 
fe sencilla del feligrés promedio o con la politica 
santificada de un ‘‘conservadorismo catdlico,’’ se le 
ofrecia una teologfa defensiva que trataba de probar los 
dogmas de la fe por medio de la razén, pero sdlo bajo la 
condicién de que a los pensadores modernos se les 
presentara como ‘‘monigotes de paja’’ fdcilmente 
derribados con argumentos superficiales. 


Asi pues, el joven intelectual de la Generaci6n del 98 se 
veia forzado a escoger entre ser un hombre de su é€poca, 
en didlogo con su contempordneos, perdiendo la fe, o 
cerrarse a las corrientes del pensamiento contempordneo, 
refugiandose en una devocidn irreflexiva o en una 
mentalidad de ‘‘fortaleza sitiada,’’ cuya tnica 
comunicacidn con el mundo a su alrededor era en forma 
de ataque y defensa. Aunque el precio emocional que el 
joven Miguel tuvo que pagar por esta decisidn fue 
probablemente mds duro que en los demés casos, al fin 
opto por vivir en el mundo real, en una época en que ese 
mundo no se consideraba un ambiente apto para un 
cristiano. 


Realidad de la muerte 

En 1897, ya casado, profesor de griego en la 
Universidad de Salamanca y autor de un par de libros 
importantes, la pérdida de un hijito lo puso cara a cara 
con la realidad de la muerte, con la impotencia de la razén 
y de los valores nuevamente humanos ante esta realidad 
final. Como resultado, don Miguel traté de recobrar la fe 
sencilla y consoladora de su infancia, comenzando a 
asistir otra vez a Misa. Pero no pudo acallar nunca las 
exigencias de su razon. Por el resto de su vida su alma se 
veria dividida entre las exigencias del corazén y de su 
razon. El corazén buscaba un descanso que sdlo podria 
encontrar en Dios. Un Dios comprendido primariamente 
como el Dador de la Vida Perdurable como la respuesta 
positiva al interrogante que la muerte pone al significado 
de la vida humana. Su raz6n insistfa en ser convencida de 
tales respuestas antes de poderlas aceptar o descansar en 
ellas. 


LA HONRADEZ intelectual y espiritual de don 
Miguel no le permitirfa alcanzar una respuesta facil al 
precio de taparle la boca a la mente o al corazén. Ni la 
mente podia dar una respuesta satisfactoria a las 
preguntas del corazon, ni el corazén a las de la mente. La 
fe sencilla era una respuesta demasiado facil, y una vez 
que la razén se habia presentado ciertos problemas, era 
imposible refugiarse en ella sin caer en evasiones. Pero, a 
la vez, el puro racionalismo también era una evasién 
porque escurrfa el bulto al hecho incontestable de la 
muerte. 


De esta tensidn espiritual sac6 Unamuno una filosofia 
centrada en el individuo y dominada por el hecho de que 
el individuo anhela — sin mas remedio que anhelar — la 
vida perdurable. El hecho incontestable de la muerte que 
a todos nos espera frustra este anhelo y deja sin 
significado a nuestra vida, a menos que, por un salto de 
fe, el individuo pueda llegar a creer en un Dios capaz de 
vencer a la muerte y darle la inmortalidad. 


Para Unamuno ésto es en centro de la obra salvadora 
de Jesucristo. Si podemos creerlo, esta obra da significado 
a nuestras vidas. 


PERO LA raz6n echa sobre esta fe la sombra de la 
duda y se niega a aceptar respuestas que no sean 
racionales. A la vez, Unamuno consideré que los 
esfuerzos del cristianismo para justificar la fe 
racionalmente tan sdlo producen un Dios seco y 
abstracto, que no safisface los anhelos del corazén. Como 
Pascal, su corazén sdlo podia descansar en el ‘‘Dios de 
Abraham, de Isaac y de Jacob, y no en el Dios de los 
fildsofos y los eruditos.”’ 


Pero Unamuno era filésofo y no podia cerrar sus oidos 
a las preguntas de su razén. No podia olvidar su mente 
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corazon para vivir en un escepticismo cémodo pero falso. 
Por imposible que fuera en la prdctica, Unamuno 
necesitaba satifacerlo a los dos, siguiendo su lema: Todo o 
nada. 


E] cristianismo para él era bésicamente una ‘‘agonfa,”’ 
una lucha por dar significado a nuestra existencia por 
medio de un salto de afirmacién cara a cara con la duda. 
Era un salto que, mientras vivamos en este mundo, no 
podra jams disipar las dudas, y que por lo tanto tenemos 
que escoger y saltar constantemente sin encontrar 
descanso. Para Unamuno el hombre de fe madura es el 
que, rechazando las respuestas baratas de la fe sencilla y 
del olvido de la muerte, esta dispuesto a vivir en constante 
tencidn y agonia, creyente y dudoso a la vez, sin 
adormecer ni la mente ni el corazén. 


ESTAS NUEVAS §actitudes que ofenderian 
igualmente a los catdlicos tradicionales y a los 
anticlericales — aparecieron por primera vez en su novela 
Amor y pedagogia, que describe el tragico fracaso de los 
esfuerzos de un padre por educar a sus hijos segtin 
normas estrictamente modernas y cientfficas. Sus nuevas 
actitudes tomaron forma atin mds clara en obras 
posteriores, como Del sentimiento trdgico de la vida y El 
Cristo de Velazquez. 


Oscuridad en la cruz 

Este ultimo, el mas catdlico de su libros, es una 
meditacién poética sobre la pintura de la Crucifixién por 
el gran pintor del siglo XVII. Nos presenta la imagen del 
Crucificado, perfilada contra un fondo de total 
obscuridad, como un simbolo de la esperanza misteriosa 
de encontrar la vida entre las ‘garras de la muerte y de 
encontrar asi una respuesta positiva al gran interrogante. 


Pero esta respuesta sdlo se ofrece en términos de lucha, 
de ‘‘agonia,’’ y del salto de la fe. Antes de la muerte ésta 
es la Unica cara del Misterio Pascual que nuestros ojos 
pueden ver. Asf Unamuno nos presenta el triunfo de 
Cristo. sobre la muerte, no después de la crucifixién, sino 
en la crucifixién misma. La Pascua atin no ha llegado, 
pero si, como canta la liturgia griega, ‘‘Cristo ha vencido 
a la muerte con su muerte.’’ Entonces atin en el Viernes 
Santo podemos cantar el Aleluya en contrapunto a la voz 
de la razén que nos sigue insistiendo que la Resurreccién 
es imposible. 

PERO LOS escritos de don Miguel no se habian 
limitado a temas filosdficos. Sus criticas contra el Rey 
Alfonso XII y contra las clases gobernantes causaron que 
el gobierno lo despusiera del puesto de rector de la 
Universidad de Salamanca, al cual habia sido elegido en 
1901. El golpe de estado por el cual el General Primo de 
Rivera asumié poderes dictatoriales fue ocasién de que 
Unamuno arreciara mas atin sus crfticas. El dictador lo 
exilé a las Islas Canarias de donde escapé a Francia a los 
pocos meses. Allf escribid la gran obra, La agonia del 
cristtanismo. 


Al caer la dictadura de Primo de Rivera, y con ella el 
trono de Alfonso XIII, Unamuno regresé a Espana, 


SAN DIEGO — El Centro Diocesano de la 
Renovacién Carismatica patrocinard un ‘‘Seminario de 
Sanacidn’’ con el Padre Darid Betancourt y la Srta. 


Blanca Ruiz el 8, 9, y 10 de febrero en el auditorio del 


World Art Building en Linda Vista. Habré una 
celebracién Eucaristica el sabado y el domingo. La 
entrada es donacién de $5 cada dia, menos el viernes que 
es gratis. Para mas informacion, llame a 267-2638. 
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donde fue re-elegido rector de Salamanca, tomando parte 
en las Cortes Constituyentes de la Reptiblica Espafiola. 
Pero pronto se decepcioné de la Reptiblica, pareciéndole 
que ésta no habia hecho mds que poner un dogmatismo 
izquierdista y anticlerical en lugar del dogmatismo 
derechista y clerical de la monarqufa. Asif pues, cuando el 
golpe franquista de 1936 vencid en Salamanca, al 
principio le presté su apoyo. 

Pero un. hombre como Unamuno no podf durar mucho 
como aliado de la Falange. El 12 de octubre de 1936, en 
una asamblea universitaria presidida por él y honrada por 
la Sra. de Franco, del Obispo de Salamanca y de otros 
dignatarios civiles y militares, el General Millan Astray 
eché un discurso lIleno de insultos contra los vascos y los 
intelectuales, que terminé con su frase favorita, ‘‘; Viva la 
muerte!’’ Este grito era un resonante bofetdn a todo el 
pensamiento de Unamuno, centrado en la lucha agénica 
por la vida perdurable. 


EL RECTOR no pudo contenerse respondiendo con 
un ardiente discurso extempordneo contra Astray. Sus 
palabras, en el ambiente exaltado de la guerra civil, 
provocaron demostraciones entre la concurrencia, y para 
evitar un conflicto, el decano de Ja Facultad de Derecho 
Canénico abandoné el salén de actos dando un brazo al 
rector y otro a la Sra. de Franco. Sin embargo, al salir de 
la Universidad, Unamuno fue confinado a su hogar por la 
policia donde murié la ultima noche del afio 1936, con el 
corazon amargado por la lucha fratricida que comenzaba 
su patria. 


En el recordatorio que se repartid en su entierro 
aparecia la oracién final de su libro Cristo de Velazquez: 


De pie, y con los brazos bien abiertos y 
extendida la diestra a no secarse haznos cruzar 
la vida pedregosa — repecho del Calvario — 
sostenidos del deber por los clavos, y 
muramos de pie, cual Tu, y abiertos bien los 
brazos, y como Tui, subamos a la gloria de 
pie, para que Dios de pie nos hable y con los 
brazos extendidos. jDame, Sefior, que cuando 
al fin vaya perdido a salir de esta noche 
tenebrosa en que sofando el corazén se 
acorcha, me entre en el claro dia que no 
acaba, fijos mis ojos en tu blanco cuerpo, Hijo 
del Hombre, Humanidad completa, en la 
increada luz que nunca muere; mis ojos fijcs 
en tus ojos, Cristo, mi mirada anegada en ti, 
Sefior! 


Don Miguel de Unamuno, intelectual rebelde y 
atormentado, no es la clase de persona que comunmente 
se nos presenta como modelo para la vida cristiana. 
Preferimos santos seguros de su fe, humildes y obedientes 
con la jerarquia, poco controversiales, y que siempre 
tomen la “‘posicidn catdlica’’ en todos los dilemas de la 
vida. 

DON Miguel, que siempre pens6é por sf mismo con 
total honradez intelectual, y por ello nunca dejé de buscar 
a Dios con un deseo insaciable, es tal vez un mejor 
ejemplo e inspiracidn para el cristiano de nuestra época. 

Alla al otro lado de la muerte, con la mirada anegada 
en el Cristo que sacia su sed de vida eterna, esperamos 
que ruegue por nuestra raza hispana, para que nunca 
abandonemos la lucha agénica del cristianismo, sino que 
lo vivamos, cara a la realidad. 
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